Governor Patrick INVESTS IN Fall River
TO BUILD A BETTER, STRONGER COMMONWEALTH
From day one, Governor Patrick has focused on strengthening communities by investing in people, providing the services that help them help themselves and creating the jobs that will help us all bridge to a better tomorrow. The Governor is committed to building a better, stronger Commonwealth brick-by-brick, neighborhood-by-neighborhood and is investing in the city and residents of Fall River in the following ways:
· Improving our Infrastructure.  Through the Accelerated Bridge Program and with the help of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA), Governor Patrick is putting people to work fixing our broken roads and bridges, which have suffered from decades of neglect, and building the projects that promise to provide lasting economic benefits.  

· $34 million construction of a full access interchange between Exits 8 and 9 on Route 24 in Fall River/Freetown.
· $14.3 million refurbishment of the City Hall Plaza Bridge over I-195 Eastbound & Westbound. 
· Four-phased bridge replacement project to relocate Route 6 over the Taunton River and connect Fall River to Somerset.

· $125 million Accelerated Bridge Program project to replace the entire superstructure of the Route 79 Fall River Bridge, including all connecting ramps, and repair its deteriorated concrete portions.

· $42 million Accelerated Bridge Program project to make improvements to the Braga Bridge on I-195 over the Taunton River. 
· $2.4 million ARRA project to replace the Bedford Street Bridge on Route 24. 
· South Coast Rail stops in Battleship Cove at the Gates of the City and at Davol Street will provide a direct route to Boston, attracting private investment and economic growth. 

· Investing in People & the Future. In the midst of the worst economic downturn in 80 years, the Governor’s budget preserves services that make a difference in people’s lives and promise to make the Commonwealth stronger now and for the long term.

· Education: Maintains the Governor’s historic commitment to public schools in Fall River and across the Commonwealth; preserves level funding for state and community colleges; and increases support for early childhood education. 
· Local Aid: Protects critical state funding for Fall River and the Commonwealth’s other 350 cities and towns to preserve essential public safety, education and public works services. Protecting local aid means there will be less pressure at the municipal level to raise property taxes and increase burdens on families and seniors.

· Job Training: The Governor has invested funds in job training and support services to equip Fall River workers with the skills they need to compete in a 21st Century economy.
· $5.1 million in federal recovery funds for job training and support services for dislocated workers, low-income youths and adults who rely on one-stop career centers in the Fall River Workforce Region. 
· Through private and public collaboration, $1.6 million in grants have gone to programs within Bristol County that have expanded workforce training, provided job programs for young people, and established clean energy and healthcare education opportunities at Bristol Community College.
· $2.1 million in state and ARRA funds for statewide summer jobs programs for youth-at-risk, including summer employment and additional support for young people in the Bristol County region.
· Energy and the Environment: Governor Patrick has invested funds in projects that will help Fall River with water system upgrades and improve parks for the city’s residents.
· $107,000 in Gateway City Parks funding to prepare for rehabilitation and improvement of Bicentennial and Griffin Parks.
· $170,000 Parkland Acquisitions and Renovations for Communities (PARC) grant for improvements to North Park. 

· $5.8 million in low-interest loans, including $1.2 million in ARRA funds to reduce total cost, for water system improvements including replacement of water mains, and upgrades to water storage tanks.

· Growth Districts: The Governor has designated $17 million in grants for the creation of the Fall River Executive Park. The multi-million dollar development includes the University of Massachusetts/Dartmouth’s bio-processing facility as its first anchor tenant and major environmental benefits in the form of more than 4,000 acres of valuable conservation land. The project will mean both long and short term job creation for the Commonwealth.
