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· I just wanted to stop by and wish you a happy 20th anniversary and take a moment to thank you all for the work that you do.     
· The work that has come out of the Asian CDC on issues like access to affordable housing have helped to create a foundation of success and stability, for individuals and families as well as communities.  Homeownership builds security and a sense of connection.  
· For our economy, that creates workforce potential and commercial activity around a stable base of resources, allowing for robust, sustainable growth.  In short, it is in many ways what makes that unique, American story possible – my story, and the story of Governor Locke, and, I’m sure, many others here tonight.

· In the face of growing economic concerns, we are glad to partner with you in creating new housing and economic opportunities, and securing the future of your community.  But we have work yet to do.  

· In particular, we continue to need your help in dealing with the growing foreclosure crisis that is devastating to owners, and whole neighborhoods that suffer from lower property values, rising blight, and widespread strain on human service agencies.
· I wish all of you the best.  Thank you again, and happy anniversary.    

