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4 Proclamation
BHis Excellency Governor Deval L. Patrick




W

hereas World AIDS Day has been observed annually since 1988 to raise awareness about Human Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV) and Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome (AIDS), to advocate for critical research, prevention, and care services, to combat stigma, and to remember those who have been lost to this disease; and 
W

hereas There are an estimated 34  million people globally, 1.1 million nationally and 27,000 residents of  the Commonwealth living with HIV/AIDS; and 
W

hereas Recent advances in the science of HIV care and prevention have led to the prospect of an AIDS-free generation; and   
W

hereas Targeted investment in care and prevention services for people living with or at risk for HIV/AIDS has resulted in a nearly 50% decrease in new HIV infections in Massachusetts over the past decade; and
W

hereas Communities across the Commonwealth, including people of color, gay and bisexual men, and many women and young people continue to carry an undue burden of infection and disease; and

W

hereas December 1st has been designated by the Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS as World AIDS Day, and the theme of ‘Getting to Zero’ for the year 2012; and
W

hereas It is appropriate that the citizens of the Commonwealth recognize World AIDS Day as an opportunity to celebrate the extraordinary advancements that have been made and recognize the magnitude of the work yet to be done in the fight against HIV/AIDS;
N

ow, Therefore, I, Deval L. Patrick, Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, do        hereby proclaim December 1st, 2012 to be
World Aids Day
And urge all the citizens of the Commonwealth to take cognizance of this event and participate fittingly in its observance.

Given at the Executive Chamber in Boston, this first day of December, in the year two thousand and twelve, and of the Independence of the United States of America, the two hundred and thirty-sixth.

               





By His Excellency                  







Deval L. Patrick                       









Governor of the Commonwealth          
       William Francis Galvin               

Secretary of the Commonwealth   
God Save the Commonwealth of Massachusetts
