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A Proclamation

(
By His Excellency

Governor Deval L. Patrick
W

hereas On the fifth day of September in 1791, Pittsfield, Massachusetts enacted a bylaw stating that “…no person or Inhabitant of said Town, shall be permitted to play at any game called Wicket, Cricket, Baseball, Batball, Football, Cats, Fives or any other games played with Ball, within the Distance of eighty yards from said Meeting House”; and 
W

hereas Nicknamed the “Broken Window Bylaw,” the document was authenticated by the Williamstown Art Conservation Center and is believed to be the earliest written reference to the game of baseball ever; and
W

hereas In 1859, the first inter-collegiate baseball game, between Williams and Amherst College, was played in Pittsfield. The twenty-six inning game, lasting three and half hours, saw Amherst victorious over Williams, 72-32; and 
W

hereas Built in 1919, Wahconah Park is one of the last remaining ballparks with a wooden grandstand and is the current home stadium for New England Collegiate Baseball League’s Pittsfield Dukes; and 
W

hereas In its long, celebrated history, Wahconah Park has been the scene of many memorable events featuring the best and brightest of future Major League players, including Lou Gehrig, Carlton Fisk, Jim Rice, Sparky Lyle and Casey Stengel; and 
W

hereas As “Baseball Garden of Eden,” Pittsfield’s storied baseball chapter belongs next to the legendary symbols of Bay State lore, such as the Green Monster, Ted Williams’ .406 season of 1941 and the 2004 World Series; and 
W

hereas Through the First Home Plate project, the Pittsfield community is working to erect three permanent monuments, Bat, Ball and Glove, to America’s pastime in their downtown, 
N

ow, Therefore, I, Deval L. Patrick, Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, do hereby proclaim September 5th, 2007, to be
Pittsfield Baseball Day   
And urge all the citizens of the Commonwealth to take cognizance of this event and participate fittingly in its observance.

Given at the Executive Chamber in Boston, this thirty-first day of August, in the year two thousand and seven, and of the Independence of the United States of America, the two hundred and thirty-first.

By His Excellency

Deval L. Patrick
Governor of the Commonwealth

William Francis Galvin

Secretary of the Commonwealth

God Save the Commonwealth of Massachusetts

