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· I want to thank everyone here for the support and the leadership they have shown, in particular our Attorney General who has been an extraordinary partner in helping to fight crime in our communities.

· I am pleased to announce today the allocation of $4 million to help thirteen cities and towns hire and train new police officers.  This funding will provide for a total of 50 officers to be added to forces in Springfield, Worcester, Fall River, Lowell, Holyoke, Lynn, right here in Brockton, Chelsea, New Bedford, Lawrence, Fitchburg, Pittsfield and Wareham.  
· With that support, these communities will be able to increase personnel for saturation patrols and better target hot spots of crime and violence.  The greater presence of officers – and a focus on taking active engagement and enforcement roles in the communities they serve – will help these areas to suppress gang activity, protect witnesses of crime and violence from intimidation tactics, and aid in the removal of impact players from the streets.   
· Specific allocations for the thirteen cities and towns were determined in a thorough analysis of the needs of municipalities across the state.  Secretary Burke and his team in the Office of Public Safety took into account a range of factors to determine which communities faced the greatest challenges in both crime rates and funding, and where we had the opportunities to make the greatest impact with new officers on the street.
· This initiative is part of our comprehensive effort to reverse the rise of crime and violence in our neighborhoods and to help restore and rebuild our communities.  We know that success will involve tough measures to crack down on crime and violence in equal measure with smart policies to prevent those incidents in the first place.  

· We have committed, through our FY08 budget and a supplemental budget filed in May, the necessary support to do both of those things.  We want new cops on the streets and stronger penalties for offenses like illegal gun trafficking to match the constructive intervention efforts of neighborhood-based anti-gang programs and summer job programs for at-risk youth.  
· We believe that it is this far-reaching combination of measures that constitutes the best approach to helping communities deal with property crime, illegal guns and gang violence, and all of the other public safety concerns they face.  
· It is critical that we give our communities struggling with gang and gun violence have the resources they need to meet the challenge of keeping the peace on the streets and corners of our neighborhoods.  I am glad to join with all of you in providing that support today.
