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Thank you, Macey.  And thank you to the Trial Court Honor Guard and to Mr. Cipoletta for his moving rendition of “America the Beautiful.”
Welcome and thank you all for being here today to celebrate these extraordinary public servants.

I would like to extend a special welcome to Chief Justices Ireland and Mulligan and to all members of the judiciary and the court administration.
Thank you to the Governor’s Councilors present and to all other elected officials here today.
Welcome to all my brothers and sisters at the Bar, and to all of you who have gathered here this afternoon to celebrate and honor these fine Superior Court judges.  

Most importantly, congratulations and a very special welcome to the families of Judge Ames and Judge Wilson.  You deserve much of the credit for their success, and we all know they would not be here today without your love and support.  We are especially honored today by the presence of the judges’ mothers – Sallie Ames and Dorothy Wilson.  Bravo to you for raising these extraordinary children!   I always treasure the view I have from here of the faces of the judges’ families, including your siblings who know you so well and who look on with a wonderful mixture of pride and surprise.  I know that Judge Ames has one very proud brother and Judge Wilson has five siblings here today!  Welcome to all of you, and thank you.
This afternoon, I have the distinct pleasure of administering the ceremonial oath of office to Judges Mary K. Ames and Paul D. Wilson.  As many of you know, I take these judicial appointments very seriously and work hard with the help of my staff, the Judicial Nominating Commission, the Joint Bar Committee and the Governor’s Council to be sure we get this right.  One of the most important constitutional duties I have as Governor is to nominate judges to serve in the many courthouses of this Commonwealth.  I am well aware that they will hold these important positions long after my time as Governor has passed.
The work of a Superior Court judge is extraordinarily and vitally important to our system of justice.  Our most serious criminal cases and our most complex civil matters seek resolution in the Superior Court, often presenting difficult fact patterns, high profile issues, deeply personal matters and novel legal questions.  Despite the volume and complexity of the work, each and every litigant deserves to be treated with respect and to be heard, and I emphasize heard, by judges who listen, and who are knowledgeable, fair and fully engaged.  We are blessed in this Commonwealth with many talented lawyers with excellent trial skills, but I look for something more.  I look for individuals with the temperament, dedication and compassion to be the best they can be for each and every litigant, on each and every case, from now until the day they retire.  Those of you who know these two individuals will agree that we got it right on these appointments.  The Superior Court and the people of the Commonwealth will be well served by them for many years to come.
Mary K. Ames

Prior to joining the Superior Court bench this January, Mary had a most impressive legal career for over three decades in Boston.  Remarkably, her career was evenly split between public and private practice and between criminal and civil matters.  She began her practice in 1981 as an Assistant District Attorney in the Suffolk District Attorney’s Office.  She rose through the ranks to become the Senior Trial Counsel and Deputy Chief of the Homicide Division before leaving to begin her private practice in 1996.  For the past 16 years, she maintained an active litigation practice that included murder trials as well as a wide variety of civil cases.  Mary devoted 10% to 15% of her time to pro bono work, including serving as counsel for Cops for Kids with Cancer.  As an attorney, Mary was known to be a tough opponent who was also gracious and fair.  She receives high praise for her legal scholarship, work ethic, collegiality and courtroom skills.  Mary is a graduate of Regis College and New England School of Law.
With confidence and sincere appreciation for her service, I will now administer the ceremonial oath of office to Mary K. Ames as Associate Justice of the Superior Court.
(

I, Mary K. Ames, do solemnly swear that I will bear true faith and allegiance to the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, and will support the Constitution thereof, so help me God.


I, Mary K. Ames, do solemnly swear and affirm, that I will faithfully and impartially discharge and perform all the duties incumbent on me, as Associate Justice of the Superior Court, according to the best of my abilities and understanding, agreeably to the rules and regulations of the Constitution, and the laws of this Commonwealth, so help me God.

I, Mary K. Ames, do solemnly swear that I will support the Constitution of the United States. 
(
Paul D. Wilson
Before his appointment to the Superior Court last summer, Paul practiced law for 30 years at Mintz, Levin, Cohn, Ferris, Glovksy and Popeo.  He also served for one year as a law clerk for a United States District Court judge in Atlanta, Georgia.  Paul was known as one of the top litigators at Mintz Levin, with a wide breadth of clients and an active pro bono practice.  He earned an extraordinary reputation as a brilliant attorney, a mentor to new attorneys and a great writer who is “without ego.”  Paul has a calm and unflappable nature, gaining him praise even from opposing counsel.  He was known as an attorney who was capable of making hard decisions while treating all with respect and I have no doubt that he is doing that now on the Superior Court.  Paul is a graduate of Princeton University and New York University School of Law.  

With confidence and sincere appreciation for his service, I will now administer the ceremonial oath of office to Paul D. Wilson as Associate Justice of the Superior Court.
(

I, Paul D. Wilson, do solemnly swear that I will bear true faith and allegiance to the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, and will support the Constitution thereof, so help me God.

I, Paul D. Wilson, do solemnly swear and affirm, that I will faithfully and impartially discharge and perform all the duties incumbent on me, as Associate Justice of Superior Court, according to the best of my abilities and understanding, agreeably to the rules and regulations of the Constitution, and the laws of this Commonwealth, so help me God.

I, Paul D. Wilson, do solemnly swear that I will support the Constitution of the United States.

(
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