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· The most important thing government can do to ensure lasting economic success is to provide a world-class public education system: one that prepares our children for the economies of their future. 

· The budget proposal submitted last month takes important strides towards that goal by increasing funding for education by an additional $200 million.  Next year, the state will invest a record $3.7 billion in public education.  Resources for every single public school in Massachusetts will increase.     

· To replicate the kinds of success we have seen here at the McKinley School and in other full-day Kindergarten programs, our budget will enable up to 800 new all-day Kindergarten programs and give 12,000 to 15,000 students the proven advantage of strong beginnings. 

· School days that meet the needs of students, teachers, administrators, and parents will help bring us the sense of community that is going to be ultimately necessary for real progress and change.

· This investment of $39.6 million represents a 46% increase in funding for full-day kindergarten classes next year, and will pay returns throughout this generation and the next.  

· Our budget is only the beginning.  As part of our initiative to bring about the next phase of education reform and excellence in Massachusetts, I am proud to announce today the formation of the Governor’s K-12 and Higher Education Task Forces.  

· Each Task Force is made up of the Commonwealth’s top minds in education: experts, parents, teachers, administrators, and professionals with years of experience and insight.  They will serve as advisory groups, providing counsel and strategy on the challenges facing public education in the Commonwealth.  

· Through the findings of the Task Forces our administration will refine its long-term vision for top quality public education.  They will advise on the creation of a short-term action agenda, and put forth a governance structure to facilitate the implementation of the agenda and to achieve the vision.

· The charge to the members of the Task Force is to provide clear, frank perspective to the Administration on a variety of issues. We are asking for consensus from Task Force members nor an endorsement for the ultimate plan the Administration puts forth.  We want to put the expertise and experience of the Task Force members to use through open conversations about the future of education in the Commonwealth.
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