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Good morning.  I’m glad to be here with all of you to talk a little bit about what we are doing to create foundations for progress here and in every community in our Commonwealth.  But I first want to say a quick word to illustrate the importance of this conversation we are having.
This past spring our youngest daughter Katherine graduated from high school.  And at her graduation I could not escape the contrast between Katherine’s life to that point and my own at a similar milestone more than 30 years earlier.

I grew up in a small apartment in an inner city neighborhood on the south side of Chicago, a life of want, of deeply segregated and ill-equipped schools, of gang violence and limited hope.  I had never had my own desk or my own bed.  I enjoyed reading, but I can’t remember before ever having had my own book.  
Our daughter Katherine, by contrast, grew up in a house in the town of Milton that was on the paper route I had once had while I was a student at Milton Academy.  She has always had her own room.  She has been in excellent schools for all of her life.  By the time she arrived at high school as a freshman in the Fall of 2003, she had traveled on three continents, knew with confidence how to pronounce and use a “concierge,” and had shaken hands in the White House with the President of the United States.  

That transformation took place in one generation.  It took but one generation for my family to completely change our circumstances.  And that is a story repeated over and over again in this country.  I suspect a number of you recognize it from your own life.  All in the course of one generation.

That is the kind of opportunity we are working to make possible in every part of Massachusetts today.
Our first order of business has been strengthening our economy.  Creating good jobs at good wages is the best way for us to deal honestly and responsibly with the needs of our communities.  We know full well that business, not government, is going to create those jobs.  But we know that government has a role to play in creating the conditions for you to flourish.  

Conditions like a business-friendly regulatory environment at state and local levels.  Where it used to take 2-3 years to get state permitting approval, it now takes 6 months.  Two months in the case of new insurance products.  

As you all know, in the coming months I will be working with the Attorney General and business leaders to review and simplify permitting processes even further.  I urge you to weigh in on where you think changes make sense and can make a difference.     

We have invested millions of dollars to revitalize workforce training in our state.  Today there are 125,000 people unemployed and almost 90,000 jobs going vacant for want of skilled workers.  Closing that gap is the charge of our Secretary of Labor and Workforce Development Suzanne Bump.  Most of you know her from her time as a state rep in Braintree and sat on the board of this very chamber not so long ago.  We’re happy to have her on board with us.  Through Secretary Bump’s efforts, we have made exceptional headway with our Workforce Training Fund and the Workforce Competitiveness Trust Fund, and re-energized the 37 One-Stop Career Centers across the Commonwealth.  
We are increasing our stock of affordable housing so that the workers you need are not priced out of the state by the high cost of living.    Our budget this year makes the strongest investment the state has put into housing since 1990.  MassHousing has added $40 million to the Affordable Housing Trust Fund, and have doubled support for the SoftSecond program to help low and moderate income homebuyers.  
Last Friday we filed our Housing Production and Preservation Bond Bill, a 5 year investment of $1.1 billion to support new affordable housing stock, strengthen community development efforts, and revitalize the maintenance and improvement of our existing supply of public housing while creating up to 4,000 construction jobs and stimulating immediate and long-term economic activity across the state.  

We are working to align our transportation policy with our economic growth needs.  I am glad to express our support for the East/West parkway, a road that is critical to the success of the Southfield development.  Southfield provides a unique opportunity to create jobs and housing in a new community that is a model of sustainable development, and I want to commend Cong. Delahunt, Chairman Mariano, and Mayor Madden on all they have done to move that forward.  
My team has been meeting with Tri-Town Development Corporation and the developer for months to discuss financing the construction of the parkway.  We are working now to finalize terms on an innovative way to finance the construction of the parkway that involves a significant state contribution, as well as design and construction elements of the project. 
I want also to thank and congratulate this chamber for its role in restoring service on Greenbush line, helping to connect the housing markets and economic opportunities of this area with Greater Boston, and giving commuters a clean, convenient option in light of gasoline prices at $3.00 a gallon and more.

For our part, we have instituted the Mass Mobility Compact to coordinate the work of our many transportation agencies.  I remember last year we had one agency talking about raising gas taxes at the same time another agency was talking about removing tolls from the turnpike.  To address 16 years of neglect, ensure the safety of our roads and bridges, and use our transportation system to boost our economy, we have got to start with breaking down those silos.  
Right now we are pushing forward life sciences legislation to accelerate our global leadership in stem cell research and other industries.  We want to make Massachusetts the international center for ground-breaking medical advances and create up to 250,000 new jobs across the state.  And those are not just laboratory research jobs or PhD positions in Cambridge or Boston.  A recent study by Northeastern University determined that with every life sciences job we create, 5 additional jobs are created in suppliers, vendors, support services, utilities, construction, real estate, transportation, and others
.  

We are also seeking to capitalize on our strengths in alternative energy.  I know that the chamber has been active on that front, working with Congressman Delahunt to promote growth of that sector in your area.  We want to partner with you when and how we can in that effort.  One thing we have in the works right now, through Secretary Bump and our Workforce Competitiveness Trust Fund is the Sustainable Practices in Construction project at Greenfield Community College.  Program participants get basic career skills, as well as training in applied math and science, PV (photovoltaic) and solar H2O installation, green building, biodiesel production techniques, and sustainable resource theory and applications.  That is something we would like to have in place at schools all across the Commonwealth, to generate the skilled work force for the fastest growing industry in the Commonwealth.  
This year Massachusetts won nationally competitive bids for Evergreen Solar’s manufacturing plant, and a wind blade testing facility that will move us to the forefront of that industry.  Earlier this month we announced first-in-the-nation biofuels legislation that will create 3,000 new jobs and create new, cost-effective clean energy sources.  And working with the Speaker of the House we have developed a sweeping energy package with ambitious plans for conservation and implementation of clean energy sources the Commonwealth.  
And like the life sciences, this is not limited to one sector.  Clean energy can sharpen our competitive edge broadly.  While other states wrangle with environmental quality concerns and oil prices nearing $100 a barrel, we can offer a steady supply of clean, cost-effective energy to attract the businesses and homeowners looking for an alternative to steadily increasing fuel prices.  
Through these and other broad-based efforts, the Commonwealth has added over 26,000 jobs in the last 11 months.  That puts us well on track towards our ambitious goal of creating 100,000 new jobs by the end of my first term.  

For our long-term success, the best investment we can make is in our schools.  This year our budget featured the largest investment in education this Commonwealth has ever made.  And that is a good start, but we need to recognize the new money is not enough.

Our graduates are about to enter an economy that does not recognize borders.  Their skills and talents will be measured against those of people in Shanghai and Bangalore as well as in Raleigh and San Jose.  China is building a university the size of UCLA every year for the next ten years. While the United States will graduate 70,000 engineers this year, India is graduating 350,000 engineers and China an astounding 600,000.  

We have launched the Commonwealth Readiness Project, our effort to move Massachusetts schools into the next phase of education reform.  That means restoring esteem for learning and creativity, not just as the province of the privileged, but as the expectation for all.  

Our kids should have what they need in quality pre-K and early education, full day kindergarten, smaller class sizes, longer school days and after school activities.  A recent study showed that Massachusetts schools are leading the nation in math and science, and that is good news.  But it also revealed that we are falling behind regions of the world that are going to be our prime competitors in the global economy of this century
.  

We need to strengthen our science, technology, engineering and math curricula, as well as provide enrichment activities to give our kids the creativity they will need to tackle challenges in a range of different settings.  And we want to give every student in Massachusetts the opportunity for two years at a community college or trade school on the state’s dime.  
To bring our Readiness Project vision to life, we have convened a leadership team of educators, activists, parents, legislators, and members of the business community.  Creating a world-class public education system in this Commonwealth, one that measures up to any system at any spot on the map, will be our most important preparation for success in the changing world – and economy – of tomorrow.  

We have an ambitious agenda.  It’s tempting to think that we could pick one or two key issues, and focus on those.  But, frankly, we’re dealing with a municipal infrastructure that has been starved for the last 16 years, and we need to be brilliant on a number of fronts right now.  It is up to us to think big, and get past the same old ways of doing business.  We know those old ways are not enough to move us forward today.

And we are just getting started.  This is not just about the next four years – this is about laying foundations for the next 40 years.  The economic success you work for, and that we are glad to help you in, is not just about enriching individuals or companies, but lifting up entire communities.  Growth is the foundation towards realizing our vision for this Commonwealth.  I look forward to partnering with all of you in bringing that to life.  I’m glad to be here with you today.  

� “In fact, the study suggested that every job created in the pharmaceutical or medicine manufacturing industries generates an additional five jobs in other industries, something called the multiplier effect.  � HYPERLINK "http://www.boston.com/business/globe/articles/2007/11/13/biotech_gains_clout_in_states_economy/" ��http://www.boston.com/business/globe/articles/2007/11/13/biotech_gains_clout_in_states_economy/�


� “The bad news is that students in Singapore and several other Asian countries significantly outperform American students, even those in high-achieving states like Massachusetts, the study found.” Study Compares States’ Math and Science Scores With Other Countries’ New York Times 11-14-07, � HYPERLINK "http://www.nytimes.com/2007/11/14/education/14students.html?ex=1352696400&en=6640f5e3c5be34db&ei=5088&partner=rssnyt&emc=rss" ��http://www.nytimes.com/2007/11/14/education/14students.html?ex=1352696400&en=6640f5e3c5be34db&ei=5088&partner=rssnyt&emc=rss�  
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