[image: image1.jpg]@,mmunmealtb [ of Massacy

Usettg

4 Proclamation
BHis Excellency Governor Deval L. Patrick




W

hereas  Twenty to thirty percent of people living in North America experience bothersome upper or lower digestive tract motility disturbances on a chronic basis; and 
W

hereas  This family of digestive motility diseases and disorders are caused by a poorly understood neuro-muscular dysfunction of the gut that may produce in any region of the digestive tract chronic motor and sensory disturbances characterized by weakened, spastic or failed propulsion of food through the digestive system; and 
W

hereas Compared to other illnesses, Gastroparesis and other digestive motility disorders and diseases cause the highest rate of workplace absenteeism; and 
W

hereas Individuals live life with daily symptoms and flare-ups, no specific medication designed for this rare stomach illness, poor medical education and lack of public awareness; and  
W

hereas Through public awareness, the Commonwealth of Massachusetts seeks to minimize the effects of of Gastroparesis and other digestive motility disorders and diseases  among all Massachusetts citizens,
N

ow, Therefore, I, Deval L. Patrick, Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, do hereby proclaim February 2009, to be

Gastroparesis & Digestive Motility Awareness Month     

And urge all the citizens of the Commonwealth to take cognizance of this event and participate fittingly in its observance.

Given at the Executive Chamber in Boston, this second day of February, in the year two thousand and nine, and of the Independence of the United States of America, the two hundred and thirty-second.

               





By His Excellency                  








Deval L. Patrick                       









Governor of the Commonwealth           

       William Francis Galvin               

Secretary of the Commonwealth   
God Save the Commonwealth of Massachusetts
