DRAFT

Governor Deval L. Patrick

Citizens’ Housing and Planning Association Awards Taping
Tuesday, October 14, 2014
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Good evening.  I’m Governor Patrick and I want to congratulate and thank the Citizens’ Housing and Planning Association – and all who support it – for the work you do to create homeownership opportunities for low and moderate income families across Massachusetts for the past 47 years.  I’m sorry I can’t be with you to say so personally.


I would also like say how humbled I am to be the recipient of this year’s Community Service Award.  Thank you for that honor.
In July, we announced another $83.6 million in funding to create affordable housing projects across the state.  This is about our commitment to improving housing infrastructure to support growth and opportunity throughout the Commonwealth. These newest projects will create 1,328 units of housing and over 2,000 jobs.
Since 2007, our Administration has invested over $1 billion in state and federal resources to create 24,000 units of housing, of which approximately 22,000 are affordable.  And we need more.  So I want to urge you to please keep going.
Affordable housing helps to generate jobs, grow local businesses and strengthen our communities.  Since the beginning of my Administration, we’ve been committed to increasing investments in public housing so we can enhance the lives of low income tenants and improve the properties in which they live.  I have viewed this as a vital part of our overall infrastructure investments that help our economy to grow and thrive so we can create opportunities for individuals and families to prosper.


So thanks again for this honor, but thanks especially for the work that you do.  Have a great evening. 
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