AS PREPARED FOR DELIVERY
Governor Deval L. Patrick

Cherry Blossom Planting
Boston Public Garden
Wednesday, April 18, 2012
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS (TBD)


Good afternoon.  I am delighted to be here.  

I’d like to thank Consul General Hikihara for bringing us all together today as a community to plant these cherry blossom trees – a symbol of the beauty and strength of the Japanese culture.

I’d also like to acknowledge Chairman Inamori from Japan Airlines for joining us today.


Today’s cherry blossom planting is an opportunity for us to celebrate the strong relationship between Massachusetts and Japan.  As the third largest economy in the world, Japan is one our most important international partners.   We are home to a thriving Japanese community and the more than 130 Japanese companies here in Massachusetts create thousands of jobs.  Our relationship is strong and growing stronger.

In that same spirit of friendship, we acknowledge the loss of all those souls one year ago after the accident at Fugushima.  We remain at your service to do what we can to help.
Today we also celebrate the launch of the first non-stop flight between Boston and Japan.  Our new relationship with Japan Airlines is a further sign of our growing partnership.  I’d like to congratulate the work our Massachusetts Office of Travel and Tourism, Massport, the Massachusetts Office of Travel and Tourism and the Massachusetts Marketing Partnership for working together to make this a reality.
We look forward to all the good that will come from these deepening relationships both in Japan and here at home in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.

Thank you.  
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