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To: Abbott, Norman
From: Beliveau, Jessica (Constituent Services Intern)
1. Researched National Heritage Festival to find www.nationalheritageday.org. According to the site, the events will be held June 12-14, 2014 with a reception on June 13, 2014 and is sponsored by the non-profit organization National Independence Day Parade, Inc.
a. After thorough research, it does not appear that National Independence Day Parade, Inc. is a legitimate non-profit organization. It does not appear that the organization is registered or has references beyond the website.
2. Researched the festival’s CEO/founder, Charles W. Ferguson.
a. Uncovered an article from the Richmond (VA) Times-Dispatch newspaper regarding Mr. Ferguson’s call for a 10,250-person choir to sing at an unspecified charity event in College Park, MD. No additional information about the organization was given.
3. Researched the festival’s previous event called National Heritage Festival Concert at the Maryland State Fairgrounds in Timonium, MD. 
a. There was a discrepancy in the dates provided for the fair by the National Heritage Festival organization (September 22, 2012) and the actual dates for the 2012 Maryland State Fair (August 24-September 3, 2012).
b. There is no further information for a press conference for this organization.
4. Researched press conference announcing the National Heritage Festival at Carnegie Library in Washington, DC. The press conference is scheduled for Friday, June 14, 2013.
a. There are no events scheduled for Friday, June 14th, 2013 at the Carnegie Library in DC.
b. There is no further information for a press conference for this organization.
5. Researched National Mall events for 2014 to verify if the National Heritage Festival is legitimate.
a. Could not verify a festival on the National Mall for the dates June 12-14, 2014 according to the National Park Service website.

Conclusion: 	It appears as though the organization, National Independence Day Parade, Inc., is not a legitimate organization nor is their event (National Heritage Festival). 
