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· Welcome to City Year’s Starry Starry Night gala.

· Diane and I are proud to be with all of you to salute the work of this extraordinary program, and commend the corps members who serve every day.  These 120 young men and women in their unmistakable red jackets who make a difference in the lives of our communities.

· 20 years ago, City Year began here in Boston, based on the notion that our young people can change the world.  With a lot of hard work, and a lot of strong support, they have expanded their mission to Philadelphia and Washington DC, to San Antonio and Louisiana, to my old hometown of Chicago.  All the way to South Africa.  In just 2 weeks, City Year corps members from all of the 18 other locations will come to Boston and see where it all began and officially kick-off this organization’s 20th anniversary.

· I am honored to be here with these young people who know all about giving back.  I just have one question – “City Year Boston are you ready?”  
· [Corps members will respond: “Boston’s always ready!”]

· That’s what I thought.  Thank you and enjoy the evening.
