DRAFT – msm edits, 10AM 6-30

TALKING POINTS

· For the first time in nearly two decades we have a budget built on real cooperation. 

· Rather than the distractions and delays of a political tug of war – the annual back and forth of vetoes and overrides – we have a working budget for our shared goals.

· Throughout this process, we have not all agreed on every point, but we have agreed that the most important priority is to step outside of politics and get to the important tasks of governing: promoting economic growth, creating world-class public schools, and fulfilling the promise of our health care reform.

· This is the change in Beacon Hill culture that the Governor has spoken about since the earliest days of his campaign.  

· Long Term Investments and Governing

· Budget as a whole is consistent with the values, principles and priorities that we enunciated in House 1.

· Invest wisely in those areas that will guarantee sustainable economic growth;

· Here we insert those items that we consider to be victories that would fit within this category.

· That will protect those who need it most;

· Here we insert those items that we consider to be victories that would fit within this category.

· Fiscal responsibility and sustainable and recurring revenue.

· Smaller rate of growth in this budget than under previous administration.

· Focus on some of the most egregious earmarks and language differences that we may pursue.

· Disappointment that the budget still relies on an unfair tax revenue structure and that it does not provide significant property tax relief, as we proposed.

· Administration will continue to seek efficiencies and savings:

· Performance Management

· Surplus Land and Asset utilization

· Cost Containment and Reduction Strategies

