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Thank you for having me. Thank you to UMass-Amherst Chancellor Robert Holub, for his hard work and steady leadership. Thank you to Roxbury Community College President Terence Gomes, one of our brightest minds in higher education administration today. It’s an honor to see these two leaders here together, collaborating on such an incredibly important undertaking. Thank you also to all of the higher education leadership and faculty here today for your deep commitment in helping to inspire and prepare the future leaders of our Commonwealth and our nation.


I also want to recognize my very talented Education Secretary Paul Reville who has set a vision for education reform from early childhood to education and has made great progress in transforming that vision into action.

I am honored to be here today but more importantly I’m excited to see the results of this program tomorrow. The Community College Connection is about strengthening the pathway from the classroom to the boardroom, about helping our brightest students from all corners of the Commonwealth get the best possible education and get on a path to a job, a career, a full, rewarding life. 

This program is about getting the chance to succeed to those who most deserve it. If you come to Roxbury Community College under the existing Joint Admissions or MassTransfer program and graduate with a GPA of 2.5 or better, we guarantee your admission to UMass Amherst – one of our flagship public universities in the beautiful college town of Amherst out west.  Get a 3.0 here and you’re going out west for free.   


We have talent and resources in every part of this Commonwealth and in every community. This program is a perfect example of our strategies for leveraging all of these strengths to improve the lives of our young people and build the next generation of leadership in our Commonwealth. With this new educational highway from community college to a four-year degree, more of our Commonwealth’s youth will be able to experience the transformative power of education – something that I have seen firsthand throughout my life, since arriving in Massachusetts in 1970 at the age of 14. 

If you deserve a chance, if you’ve earned it, it’s our responsibility to make sure the opportunity to succeed is there for you. As Governor, I take that responsibility very seriously. That’s what Massachusetts is about and, in some fundamental way, that’s what this country is about too. Thank you for taking that responsibility too, and for making the promise of a better education and more opportunity a little stronger today. 
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