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W

hereas Since receiving his big break in 1948 on Sonny Boy Williamson’s radio program on KWEM of West Memphis, B.B. King has defined the blues; and 
W

hereas Throughout his trailblazing career, King released more than thirty albums, many of them classics, and continues to be a relentless performer, averaging 250 concerts a year around the world; and 

W

hereas With one of the most distinguishable guitar styles conveyed by Lucille, his trusty signature Gibson guitar, B.B. King has become one of the greatest and most respected blues guitarists of all time; and 
W

hereas King has won fourteen Grammys; is a member of the Rock’n Roll Hall of Fame, Class of 1987; received honorary doctorates from many universities, including the Berklee College of Music; and was most recently bestowed the Presidential Medal of Freedom; and 
W

hereas For more than sixty years, B.B. King has epitomized the heart and soul of blues. He has continued to carry the torch of the great bluesmen before him and introduced millions of people to the melodic feelings of the music. Above all, King is “a bluesman, but a good man” and truly the King of the Blues, 
N

ow, Therefore, I, Deval L. Patrick, Governor, along with Lieutenant Governor Timothy P. Murray, and on behalf of the citizens of the Commonwealth, offer our warmest welcome and appreciation to
B.B. King 
As he performs at the Hanover Performing Arts Center in Worcester. 
Given at the Executive Chamber in Boston, this sixteenth day of May, in the year two thousand and eight, and of the Independence of the United States of America, the two hundred and thirty-first.

               





By His Excellency                  








Deval L. Patrick                       









Governor of the Commonwealth           
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4 Proclamation
BHis Excellency Governor Deval L. Patrick




       
   Timothy P. Murray               









  Lt. Governor of the Commonwealth       
God Save the Commonwealth of Massachusetts
