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3^ yy^us X^yayy^ 

„ ^2^zyy£x*s /y^y'^^-e^'T- <a ^y%L 
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Ot^i. yyz^-r_, y^Aot^ yTAA'7''? -*■ (iy^<y c/syyy ay 
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y^XXyXXo X- ^-tx -J^ 
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nyiy^t, 
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1/ ^y^yfyzp r/7yt 

yty^'t''? yTL^y 
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/~7Z ^jy. f2 2>l*^Oi^l^ fa 
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fayiyLyJ{ 
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faL-^yy fafyCfa' Q^yy^yiyzr-zycy) 
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y^y^/yy. 
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■yy yt^& 
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/^sC€^ld^l ; ;.'V . ZZ" Z'- / * < f f s/.'' 
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a. yy^yyy'y &yuzt//y't\ 
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Zt- ^ Z^^Zycy^Ayty^y^ ^yZ^Z zZzZUyV ~ 

-z^cy'. ^^y ZZ^ty' ‘QZzkyZZ'isZzS ZyZ%yZty£y^ .ZZfy'^y | 
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lA-lZZA AZy^-PZ yZ^yZi^yZzzZ-Z 
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yZZt^Ay^ <Zt/' 'Z^Ztyp-ZytZ 
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ZtZZ- 
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yZy v_—Z'Za -yr aZ1 / y y'yyZZZ 
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PZa yZ&Lyy 7 , \ Z - y 

& CZ^tyy<S ^Ql^C^L. 
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( Zry^yZ [1 
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z^j y^y zz s ? /_/ ^ ^yyL-zj yzz / ^-AL^yy^^ 

j~ 
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ZpyZZf j y^zfyA y^^'iA^yu yzyyy yp 

^OZ2ytf-Z''^-' ^JZytypypfZeZ^ Oy^zz^t- 
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CHARLES RIVER’S FILTH. 

Is® 
Meeting of Citizens to Fix Upon 

il® 
Nk$.Ts 

Plans for Change. 

Representatives Present from All the 

Towns Alone the River—Plan Sug¬ 

gested by Which the River Co aid Be 5rU;.$ . ' ... - .' .. • . ■■ • 
Purified and Sanies and Bed 

, 

and Banks 

Cleansed at a Profit. I 
Mayor Matthews’ recent investigation 

Into the condition of Charles river, and 
into the sources contributing the nuisances 
polluting it. received a strong boom, yester¬ 
day afternoon, at a meeting of the repre¬ 
sentatives of the hoards of health or select¬ 
men of the towns and cities bordering on 
the hanks of the river and its tributaries. 

l'he meeting was held at the United 
States Hotel, in Response to a call issued 
over the names of Abraham L. Richards, 
Bennett F. Davenport, Chester Sprague 
and Edward F. Porter, a committee ap¬ 
pointed by the citizens of Watertown for 
the improvement of the Charles river. 

Beside the committee appointed to call 
the meeting there were present the follow¬ 
ing gentlemen: Dr. S. W. Abbott of the 
state board of health, F. P. Stearns, chief 
engineer of the state hoard of health; An¬ 
drew J. Bailey, city solicitor of Boston; 
George F.Eabbitt of the Boston board of 
health. Philip A. Chase of the Metropolitan 
park commission, Sylvester Baxter, secre¬ 
tary of the park commission; Isaac Brad, 
ford, secretary of the state commission for 
the improvement of the Charles river; 
Charles Eliot, engineer to the Charles river 
commission; Dr. H. O. Marcy and 
William H. Whitney, representing tbe 
city of Cambridge; Henry D. Yerxa 
of tbe Cambridge park committee: 
Senator He iry S. Milton of Waltham, S. A. 
D. Sheppard. Dr. D. E. Baker, Otis Pettee. 
E. T. Wiswull, William S. French and 
George P. Staples of Newton. <’1, 11 
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jjowse oi snerocai, n, \gar ii. Bowers of 
Needham. J. W. Higgins and George E. 
Post oi'Dover, Tucker Delaud, Brooaline; 
B. H. Dickson, Jr., M. M. Fiske, and F. W. 
Hastings of Weston, George A. King of 
Concord, J. T. McLoughlin, William B. ! 
Hale, William J. Clarke, C. R. Scott, AI. P. ] 
Burns and Dr. K. H. Cochran, representing 
Milford; Judge Fairbanks and William 
McKean oi Bellingham,C. J. McKenzie and 
J. B. Hopkins of Franklin, George W. : 
Kingsbury ana H. M. Parker of Medlield. 

After a IdgHt Lunch, 

Air. Richards called the meeting to order 
and stated that the committee which he 
represented had issued the call in order to 
ascertain by what means the present 
nuisance might be abolished, or, at least, 

abated. They desired the assistance of 
other towns and cities in the matter and 
hoped to lighten their duties by receiving 
such assistance; if not, then they intended to 
carry the matter to the Legislature and 
fight it out alone. 

Ha was chosen by the gathering as chair¬ 
man ot the meeting, and Wiiliam S. French 
of Newton was chosen secretary. 

Air. Richards aske Louis A. Cutter of the 
engineeer’s department of the city of Bos¬ 
ton to present facts in relation to tue river, 
and Air. Cutter, who was one of the engi¬ 
neers in the inquiry njade by Mayor M t- 
thews, exhibited his maps and explained 
the work of that investigating comint- 
tee. The facts have been printed by the 
Herald. 

Mi. Whitney of Cambridge said that in 
his opinion tiie matter was one of house¬ 
keeping. If the citizens want to keep tae j 
river clean then they must see that the | 
re i use matter does not go into it. He ; 
acknowledged that at present the river 
was not in a pleasant condition at times, 
but he did not believe that the condition of 
affairs existed, such as some pictured. As 
for Cambridge, he felt that she was doing 
her share. Last year she contributed 
§40,000 toward building tho great 
mtercepting sewers, a .d would expend 
a much larger sum for the same 
purpose next year. When this sewer 
was finished he believed that the 
nuisance would be abated, and thought 
that the best methods to temporarily ad¬ 
just matters was to have each town and 
city cease, so f r as possible, from making 
the river a sewer. In this instance he cited* I 
the case of the Brighton abattoir, which 
had been putting in a sewer for the past 
two years, and had not yet done so, but still 
utilized the Charles as a receptacle for its 
fifth. 

Mr. Porter of Watertown disagreed with 
Mr. Whitney in'some respects. He be¬ 
lieved that the water as well as the river 
bed was foul. Watertown has recently put 
in about 13 miles of sewers, and so reduced 
its contribution of pollution to the river to 
a minimum, but on the Waltham side, he i 
said, it acted as a sewer to no less t^an 
7000 persons. From Cambridge and from 
the abattoir this sickening matter was 
washed up to Watertown, where it re¬ 
mained and gave out 

An Offensive Odor, 

because the tides at that point were not 
Strong enough to wash it away. 

Dr. Alarcy of Cambridge said that he had 
labored for 15 years^toward the end spoken 
of. and was delighted to find the interest 
taken in it. 

“When the Aloon island sewer was sug¬ 
gested people were staggered at the ex¬ 
pense involved. They thought it would 
bankrupt the city of Boston; but it didn’t, 
and where is there one wbo today will 
questiou its value? It is for the common 
good to remedy the nuisance in this river. 

“Aly idea is this: The river is 2300 feet 
wide at the West Boston bridge. Narrow 
it to 1600 feet. This will make it deeper 
and cause a more rapid disposition of the 
refuse matter, because the water will travel 
swifter <hrough a narrow^ place than 
trough a shallow one. Then I believe in 
taKing 300 feet of the flats from Harvard 
bridge to t oWgst Boston bridge and filling 
them in. This looks like a great enterm-ise 
and a costly one, but it wouid not cost so 
much after all. 

“I would devote 200 feet of this new land 
to a driveway, and the other hundred 1 
•would sell for house Jots. This may look 
visiouary, but the entire Back Bay was 
built in this way, and this laud for house 
lots would bring §5,000,000. The filling in 
could be accomplished for one-fifth of that 
sum, so that really it would be a good ! 
financial enterprise, and the Charles river j 
would he made one of the most beautiiul 
streams in the world.’’ 

City Solicitor Bailey, after saying that 
steps were being taken to connect the abat¬ 
toir with the sewers, continued in the line 
marked out by Dr. Alarcy. 





just matters was to nave eacn town aim i 
city cease, so f r as possible, from making 
the river a sewer. In this instance he cited' 
the case of the Brighton abattoir, which 
had been putting in a sewer for the past 
two years, and had not yet done so, tmtstill 
utilized the Charles as a receptacle for its 
tilth. 

Mr. Porter of Watertown disagreed with 
Mr. Whitney in'some respects. He be¬ 
lieved that the water as well as the river 
bed was foul. Watertown has recently put 
in about 13 miles of sewers, and so reduced 
its contribution of pollution to the river to 
a minimum, but on the Waltham side, he i 
said, it acted as a sewer to no less t^an 
7000 persons. From Cambridge and from 
the abattoir this sickening matter was 
washed up to Watertown, where it re¬ 
mained and gave out 

An Offensive Odor, 

because the tides at that point were not 
strong enough to wash it away. 

Dr. Marcv of Cambridge said that he had 
labored for lSyearsdoward the end spoken 
of. and was delighted to find the interest 
taken in it. 

“When the Moon island sewer was sug¬ 
gested people were staggered at the ex¬ 
pense involved. They thought it would 
bankrupt the city of Boston; but it didn’t, 
and where is there one who today will 
question its value? It is for the common 
good to remedy the nuisance in this river. 

“My idea is tills: The river is 2300 feet 
wide at the West Boston bridge. Narrow 
it to 1600 feet. This will make it deeper 
and cause a more rapid disposition of the 
refuse matter, because the water will travel 
swifter .hrough a narrow place than 
trough a shallow one. Then I believe iu 
taking 300 feet of the flats from Harvard 
bridge to ti e West Boston bridge and filling 
them in. Tills looks like a great enterprise 
and a costly one, but it would not cost so 
much after all. 

“I would devote 200 feet of this new land 
to a driveway, and the other hundred 1 J 
would seil for house lots. This may look 
visionary, but the entire Back Bay was 
built in this way, and this land for house 
lots would bring $6,000,000. The tilling in 
could be accomplished for one-fifth of that 
sum, so that really it would be a good 
financial enterprise, and the Charles river 
would be made one of the most beautiful 
streams in the world.” 

City Solicitor Bailey, after saying that 
steps were beipg taken to connect the abat¬ 
toir with the sewers, continued in the line 
marked out by Dr. Marcy. 

Dr. Abbott said that in his opinion one- 
half the filth in the river below the dam at 
W tertown came from tne abattoir and 
from the packing houses at Cambridge. 

Commissioner Babbitt of the Boston 
board of health said that plans were now 
being prepared by the Abattoir Association 
for the immediate disposition of its filth 
through the regular sewers, and that the 
Boston board of health was intercepting 

i every sewage outlet emptying to the Charles 
| river from its side, 
j Dr. Baker of Kewton 

I then sounded the keynote to the whole 
! question. After telling what Newton was 

doing in the matter, he said: “Wemay 
talk forever without doing any good, and I 
be.ieve that wo should go to the Legisla¬ 
ture and ask for relief there.” 

This suggestion was applauded, and, 
while the doctor was putting the resolu¬ 
tions in writing, Mr. Hale and Dr. Clark 
spoke for Milford, Judge Fairbanks and Mr. 
McKean for Bellingham, an i representa¬ 
tives from Franklin. Weston and Sherbom, 
Dover, Brookline, Needham and Newton 
made a few remarks, all strongly m favor 
of the action proposed by Dr. Baker and 
seconding the proposal for beautifying the 
banks of the river. 

Dr. Baker then presented the following 
resolutions, which were unanimously 
adopted: 

Resolved, that it is the sense of this meeting that a 
comprehensive scheme for the purification of the 
Charles river and the improvement of its banks 
should, in the interest of public health, be devised 
by the Legislature, ana the proper lomniission in¬ 
structed to carry out the plans. 

Kesolved, that a committee, including one member 
from each town board of health concerned in tne 
inv rovement, present this interest io the General 
Court at its next session, ana that each local board 
be requested to elect such member, and that the 
chairman of this meeting be chairman of the com- 
initttee. 

Kesolved, that each town bordering on the 
Chanes river should see to it that no privies or pre¬ 
ventable source of filth be allowed to empty into this 
river. 

The meeting adjourned to await the call 
of the chairma l. 
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except at great coat to the community, 
and tbe cheapness of such land attracted a 
most undesirable class of inhabitants. 
There was no danger that an exorbitant 
amount of land in Stoneham would be 
taken. In Lynn, however, one third of the 
entire area of the city had been taken for 
the Eytm Woods. This land was unlit for 
building purposes, and the prosperity of 
the entire city had beefi increased. 

Mr. Edward Appleton of Lynnfield, a 
member of the trustees of public reserva¬ 
tions, said that ho lived near the borders of 
Lvnn Woods and testified to the great ad¬ 
vantages derived by a community from 
such a public reservation. He had lived at 
the Langwood Hotel in the Middlesex Fells 
in the summer, and thought it extremely 
desirable that the Fells should be preserved 
for public use. He spoke strongly m favor 
of carrying out the recommendations of the 
metropolitan park commission. 

Air. Stackpole of Saugus was in favor of 
legislation on tbe line suggested by the 
commission. 

Air. lio-ewell B. Lawrence of Aledford, 
the secretary of the Appalachian Club, de¬ 
sired a hearing especially for the chib, 
which would present important arguments 
in favor of the general question. 

Air. Joseph Carr of Chelsea, a member of 
that city’s park commission, spoke of the 
great interest which Chelsea had in the 
questiou. He thought that a reduction in 
the area available for building purposes 
in cortain cities and towns was highly de¬ 
sirable. He spoke from the standpoint of 
an experienced civil engineer when he 
said that in places like Everett, Malden 
and Chelsea, for instance, it would be a 
good thing for the comnninily to with¬ 
draw lands of a certain character from u 
for building purposes, and devote thefiWSr' 

s^ver to public use. 
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of Cltlzeus — 1-ynn Woods amt tlie 

Middlesex Pells. 

The joint special committee on public 
reservations gave tlie first hearing on the 
metropolitan park question at the State 
House yesterday. The special subject of 
the hearing being: so much of the (Gov¬ 
ernor’s message as relates to metropolitan 

parks. 
Air. Walter C. Wright of Medford spoke 

of the great importance to civilization of 
leservatious of natural laudscapo forth© 
recreation of the public, and particularly 

of wild tracts of woodland like the Middle¬ 
sex Fells. He called attention to the fact 
that petitions of something like a thousand 
persons in Medford bad been sent to the 
Legislature iu favor of establishing a 
metropolitan park system which would in¬ 
clude the Middlesex Fells. 

Mr. Sylvester Baxter, the secretary of the 
Metropolitan park commission, explained 
that Hon. Charles Francis Adams, tho 
chairman of the commission, was unable 
to attend the hearing on account of im¬ 
portant business elsewhere, ancl that there, 
fore he had been requested to represent 
the commission. There had been a great 
call for the reports of the commission, and 
the printed copies would probably bo at 
the service of tho Legislature early in the 
coming week, when there would be likely 
to he a large attendance at the hearings 
upon the subject. He explained certain 
features of the report of the commission, 
rind of the bill presented in accordance 
therewith. 
J Mr. Sprague of Stoneliam, tho represent¬ 
ative of that town in the Legislature, said 
that the people of his town had a particu¬ 
lar interest in the subject on account of tlie 
large area which might ho taken for the 
Middlesex Fells reservation. They would 
object to tho taking of so large a portion of 
their territory as was represented on the 
map in the commission’s report, hut would 
favor the project if the taking were limited 
to a reasonable amount. Ho did not desire 
to see valuable taxable property thus 
taken, for it would injure the growth of 
the town. 

Air. Baxter explained that tiie reserva¬ 
tions indicated on the map were simply 
suggestions; that all such questions would 
have to he left to a permanent commis¬ 
sion, and that such a commission would 
not he likely to tako lands essential to tho 
growth of a town because of its value for 
building purposes. He showed liow the 
prosperity of a community would he 
greatlv promoted by such public reserva¬ 
tions in its neighborhood, for a desirable 
class of population would he attracted. On 
the other hand, such wdd. rocky and un¬ 
even lands as constituted the greater part 
of the Fells was unfit for building purposes, 
except at great cost to the community, 
and the cheapness of such land attracted a 
most undesirable class of inhabitants. 
There was no danger that an exorbitant 
amount of land in Stoneliam would' he 
taken. In Lynn, however, one third of the 
entire area of tlie city had been taken for 
the Lynn woods. This land was unfit for 
building purposes, and the prosperity of 
the entire city had heed increased. 

Mr. Edwaril Appleton of Lynnfield. a 
member of the trustees of public reserva¬ 
tions, said that ho lived near the boruers of 
Lvmi woods and testified to the great ad¬ 
vantages derived by a community from 
such a public reservation. He had lived at 
the Langwood Hotel in the Middlesex Fells 
m the summer, and thought it extremely 
desirable that the Fells should be preserved 
for public use. Hespoko strongly in favor 
of carrying out the recommendations of the 
metropolitan park commission. 

Air. Stackpole of Saugus was in favor of 
legislation on the line suggested by the 
commission. 

Air. Ro-ewell B. Lawrence of Medford, 
the secretary of the Appalachian Club, de¬ 
sired a hearing especially for the club, 
which would present important arguments 
in favor of the general question. 

Mr. Joseph Carr of Chelsea, a member of 
that city’s park commission, spoke of the 
great interest which Chelsea had in the 
question. He thought that a reduction in 
tlie area available for building purposes 
in cortain cities and towns was Highly de¬ 
sirable. He spoke from the standpoint of 
an experienced civil engineer when lie 
said that in places like Everett, Malden 
and Chelsea, for instance, it would lie a 
good thing for the community to with¬ 
draw lands of a certain character from 
for building purposes, and devote the>*doi- 
.^ver to public use. _*&<***** 
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ON HERALD — WE 

METROPOLITAN PARKS, 

Second Hearing on I in- <Jues- 

tioii at4be S* a 1House. 

tea w 
Interesting Matters Discussed — l*ro- 

visious of the Commission’s Rill Ex. 

plained — Particular Interest Mani¬ 

fested in tl»e Middlesex Pells—Xlie 

Taking of Land in Stonehaiu. 

The committee on public reservations 
gave a hearing at the State House yester¬ 
day morning on the metropolitan park 
question. 

Mr. Sylvester Baxter, the secretary of 
the commission, explained the provisions 
of the bill. He said that the question in¬ 
terested the entire metropolitan district 
as one community, and not from the stand¬ 
point of separate cities and towns, and 
therefore for this purpose the entire dis¬ 
trict should be treated as a unit, without 
distinction of political boundaries; only in 
this way could any important result be 
hoped for. 

The provision for five commissioners, he 
explained, was in accordance with the 
general park act relating to cities. It was 
desirable to have, at least, a membership 
of five, in order to guard against too sud¬ 
den changes in the composition of the 
board. -The provision for advancing the 
credit of the commonwealth to the metro¬ 
politan district to the extent of §1,000,000 

' was practically the same as in the metro¬ 
politan sewerage legislation- It would 
cost the city nothing, and would save the 
various cities and towns something like l 
per cent, in interest. 

As it was expected that Boston would 
bear 50 per cent, of the cost iu considera¬ 
tion of the benefits derived, the proportion 
to be paid by the other cities and towns 
would be very slight, and would constitute 
no burden. There appeared to be no other 
way in Avbich the means for acquiring the 
necessary tracts could be obtained, for the 
separate cities ami towns could not be ex¬ 
pected to make an appropriation out of 
their own immediate resources, which 
were demanded for meeting their ordinary 
needs. And even if thev could, there 
would he no way of inducing them to work 
coget her without a plan of this character. 

Hon. E. S. Converse, ex-mayor of Malden, 
expressed his hearty approval of the idea. 
He had always been ill favor of parks, and 
his experience had shown that they were a 
great benefit to the community and in¬ 
creased the value of other property in their 
vicinity. 

Mr. Stevens of Stoneham, a member of 
the park commission of that town, spoke 
strongly m favor of the proposition of the 
metropolitan park commissioners. His 
town had itself taken something like 125 
acres for park purposes, including Bear 
bill, the liighestelevation 

In Hie Middlesex Fells, 

and other attractive places in the neighbor¬ 
hood. In response to some questions put by 
Mr. Francis lv. Sweotser of Stoneham. he 
said he did not think there was any ground 
for fearing that too large a territory would 
betaken out of his town, and bethought 
such a commission as would naturally he 
appointed under the proposed act could he 
trusted not to injure the interests of any 
town. 

Mr. John Hill, also a member of the 
Stoneham park commission, spoke in favor 
of the proposition, lie thought the reser¬ 
vation of the Middlesex Fells would be one 
of the best things that could occur for the 
interests of Stoneham, and he felt that one 
of the strongest arguments in favor of 
the proposed legislation was the great ad¬ 
vantage which it would be to the entire 
community, composing the cities and 
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strongly in favor of the proposition of the 
metropolitan park commissioners. His 
town had itself taken something like 125 
acres for park purposes, including Bear 
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In tile Middlesex Fells, 

and other attractive places in the neighbor¬ 
hood. In response to some questions put by 
Mr. Francis K. Sweetser of Stoneliam, he 
said he did not think there was any ground 
for fearing that too large a territory would 
betaken out of his town, and bethought 
such a commission as would naturally he 
appointed under the proposed act could be 
trusted not to injure the interests of any 
town. 

Mr. John Hill, also a member of the 
. Stoneliam nark commission, spoke in favor 

of the proposition, lie thought the reser¬ 
vation of the Middlesex J ells would be one 
of the best things that could occur for the 
interests of Stoneham, and he felt that one 
of the strongest arguments in favor of 

i the proposed legislation was the great ad- 
! vantage which it would be to the entire 
! community, composing the cities and 
| towns about Boston, through enabling them 

to act as a unit by forming them into a met¬ 
ropolitan district for park purposes. He 
was strongly in favor of the reservation of 
Kevere beach for public, use. As Stoneham 
was connected with the beach bystreet 
railway lines, it would be for the benefit of 

i bis town. 
Mr. Sprague, the representative from 

! Stoneliam in the Legislature, and Mr. 
Sweetser questioned Mr. Hill as to tlie 
effect of taking a large area out of the town 
and using it for park purposes; but Mr. Hill 
did not think there was any likelihood of 
injury to the town from such a source. The 
establishment of a public reservation 
would add to the attractiveness of tlie 
town and increase the value of property 
correspond ingly. 

Mr. Philip A. Chase of Lynn, a member 
of the metropolitan park commission, said 
that it was time that these various cities 
and towns ceased looking at such questions 
from 
Xarrow and Sordid Points of "View, 

and spoke of the benefits that would be de¬ 
rived from the application of the principle 
embodied in the golden rule, ami consider 
that what was for the interest of the whole 
metropolitan community was just as much 
for the interest of eaMi of its parts. He 
said that it would not be advisable to take 
any expensive lands for such purposes. 
There was such a thing as too much cheap 
land in a community, whose prosperity was 
injured by the improper occupation of such 
land. 

He spoke of the results obtaiued in the 
Lynn Woods as a public forest. The entire 
city had been immensely benefited, the 
value of property in the neighborhood had 
been increased and the character of im¬ 
provements made greatly raised, lie was 
sure that Stoneham would have practically 
the same experience from a like proceeding. 
We should bear m mind how essential it 
was that communities should be willing to 
help one another in these maftters and co¬ 
operate with each other in carrying out im¬ 
provements for their common benefit. 

In answers to questions from lion. 
Charles Francis Adams, the chairman of 
the metropolitan* park commission, Mr. 
Chase said that in Lynn about 2000 acres 
had been taken for park purposes; in Lynn 
Woods from eight to ten miles of road had 
been constructed, and the entire cost, in¬ 
cluding voluntary contributions from citi¬ 
zens, was not over $85,000. Any movement 
to break un this public ground and adapt it 
for private purposes would not be tolerated 
tor an instant, and it would raise as vigor- 
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and spoke of the benefits that would be de¬ 
rived from the application of the principle 
embodied in the golden rule, and consider 
that what was for the interest of the whole 
metropolitan community was just as much 
for the interest of eaih of its parts. He 
said that it would not be advisable to take 
any expensive lands for such purposes. 
There was such a thing as too much cheap 
land in a community, whose prosperity was 
injured by the improper occupation of such 
land. 

He spoke of the results obtained m the 
Lynn Woods as a public forest. The entire 
city bad been immensely benefited, the 
value of property in the neighborhood bad 
been increased and the character of im¬ 
provements made greatly raised. He was 
sure that Stoneliam would have practically 
the same experience from a like proceeding. 
We should bear in mind how essential it 
was that communities should be willing to 
help one another in these mattters and co¬ 
operate with each other in carrying out im¬ 
provements for their common benefit. 

In answers to questions from Hon. 
Charles Francis Adams, the chairman of 
the metropolitan* park commission, Mr. 
Chase said that in Lynn about 2000 acres 
bad been taken for park purposes; iu Lynn 
AVoods from eight to ten miles of road had 
been constructed, and the entire cost, in¬ 
cluding voluntary contributions from citi¬ 
zens, was not over $80,000. Any movement 
to break up this public ground and adapt it 
for private purposes would not be tolerated 
for an instant, and it would raise as vigor¬ 
ous a protest as tne proposition to part with 
Boston Common, fie bad never beard of 
any case where parks had proved a detri¬ 
ment to the community. 

Mr. Francis K. .Sweetser of Stonehain ap¬ 
peared not exactly as .a remonstrant, for 
lie believed that something should be 
done, but he opposed the taking of too 
much land out of the limits of his town. 
He represented a large amount of taxable 
property in Stoneliam; and hopeditoo much 
power in this direction would not be given 
to such a commission as might be estab¬ 
lished. 

Mr. Baxter asked Mr. Sweetser, as repre¬ 
senting the Langwood Hotel property, if it 
would not be a great benefit to that 
property to have a permanent public 
reservation established in the Middlesex 
Fells in its neighborhood, and also if per¬ 
manently >* pleasant approaches from 
yrarions directions in the way of drives 
would not likewise enhance its value. 

Mr. Sweetser acknowledged that it 
would, and also, in response to Questions 
by Mr. Baxter, said that it would be a 
benefit to property in the neighborhood if 

Spot Pond Could Be Restored 

to its former aspect and once more filled 
with water. Mr. Baxter said that such 
measures as were proposed would be likely 
to bring about such desired results. 

Mr. Sprague was under the impression 
that the metropolitan commission had rec¬ 
ommended the taking of a large amount of 
land in Stoneliam; but Mr. Adams said tfi*t 
the commission bad made no recommenda¬ 
tions as to the taking of any land what¬ 
ever; it had only submitted certain sug¬ 
gestions and had only recommended the 
establishment of a permanent commission 
and that means be provided for making 
tlie work of such a commission effective. 
For the present commission to make defi¬ 
nite recommendations he would consider 
an impertinence to the commission that 
might succeed it, for only the latter would 
have authority to act in the matter. 

Mr. Rosewell B. Lawrence of Medford 
said that the taking of an unnecessary 
amount of land would meet with a power¬ 
ful opposition in Medford as well as Stone- 
liam, but he thought that such a commis¬ 
sion as would be appointed could be en¬ 
trusted to act couservatively upon such 
matters. 

On Thursday morning of this week the 
committee will give a hearing upon the 
three other bills contained in the appendix 
of the metropolitan report, one of which is 
an a Idition to the general park law, en¬ 
abling park commissions to take streets 
leading to parks for boulevard purposes, 
as in Illinois; tbe second is to facilitate the 
laving out of playgrounds by cities and 
towns; and tbe third is to encourage the 
building of tenement houses around garden 
or playground spaces.I 

On Friday morning at 10 o’clock, in tbe 
blue room, the committee will give a gen¬ 
eral public hearing upon the metropolitan 
park question, and it is expected that there 
will he a large attendance. On Tuesday 
morning of next week, at the same hour, a 
hearing will he given to members of the 
Appalachian Club on the same subject. 
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/Extending the park system!’ 

Suggestions for Playgrounds, 

Boulevards and Garden Spots. 

Three Bills Recommended by Secre¬ 

tary Baxter' of the Metropoli¬ 

tan Commission—Mow Playground 

Spaces Could Be Made in the Tene¬ 

ment Districts of the City. 

Boulevards, playgrounds and the build¬ 
ing of tenements around inclosed gardens 
were the suDjects of the hearing on the 
metropolitan park question given by the 
committee on public reservations at the 
State House, yesterday, when three bills 
recommended by the secretary of the met¬ 
ropolitan park commission were consid¬ 
ered. 

Mr. Sylvester Baxter, the secretary of the 
commission, explained that, in the course 
of its investigations, it was foiind that it 
would be desirable to make certain im¬ 
provements in the general park laws in 
>rder to facilitate the carrying out of a 
netropolitan system. The first bill consid¬ 
ered was a proposed act in addition to the 
general park act of 1882. This was sub¬ 
stantially the same as the Illinois boule¬ 
vard law. by which the magnificent boule¬ 
vard system of Chicago had been con¬ 
structed. It enabled cities and towns to 
transfer to the care of their park coramis- 
sibns streets or parts of streets leading to 
parks or connecting with boulevards lead¬ 
ing thereto, the same to be improved and 
maintained as parkways. 

Mr. Baxter said that it would be a great 
advantage to Boston and the metropolitan 
district to have such a law. Streets thus 
cared for would be less costly to maintain, 
by reason of the exclusion of heavy traffic, 
and their greater desirability as places of 
residence would increase the value of tax¬ 
able property. 

Mr. Dudley of Cambridge thought that 
the general public should share the cost of 
improvement, and not leave all the ex¬ 
pense to be borne by abuttors. 

Mr. Butterfield of Stoneham thought that 
under such a law pleasant approaches to 
the Middlesex Fells could be provided to 
the advantage of all concerned. 

The next bill was to enable cities and 
towns to establish playgrounds Dy allowing 
them to exceed their debt limit to the ex¬ 
tent of one-half of 1 per cent, of their as¬ 
sessed valuation for the purchase of land 
for the purpose. 

Senator Fitzgerald of Boston spoke 
strongly in support of the bill, saying that 
there was great need of playground space 
at the North eud, where the crowded popu¬ 
lation had now no accessible breathing 
space, and the boys could not now even go 
down to the ends of the wharves and see 
the salt water, as they once could. He 
drew a graphic picture of the difficulties 
which childrenlmet with in playing in the 
streets, and that mothers with their chil- 
dren found in getting fresh air in the sum¬ 
mer. He hoped that such a bill would be 
reported, and that Boston would find no 
difficulty in providing the needed play¬ 
ground space in its crowded sections. 

The third bill was to encourage the 
building of tenement houses about inclosed 
garden or playground spaces by permit¬ 
ting the leasing of such inclosed space to 
the city at a nominal rental for a term of 
years, subject to renewal. 

Mr. Baxter explained how, under such a 
law, the inclosed space might be made 
practically exempt from taxation, and thus 
encc»r*ge the building of such improved 
tenements as those of the Co-operative 
Buildiug Company at the youth end. 

The hearlngon these bills was continued 
until next Thursday at 10 o’clock. 

This morning, at 10 o’clock, there will be 
a general hearing on the metropolitan ]xyy*» 
question in the Blue room, .whfe**j"Hoi)T 

aH*511iers wil1 





URGING PARK RESERVATIONS. 

Benefits of Breathing, Pi aces 

for the Masses. 

Members of the Appalachian f31ut> Be¬ 

fore the Joint. Committee at tiie 

State House—Plan of the Commis¬ 

sioners Favorably Reported Upon to 

the House. 

The jo'nt committee on public reserva¬ 
tions grave a hearing to the Appalachian 
Club on so much of the Governor’s message 
as relates to a metropolitan park system at 
the State House yesterday. 

Hon. Charles Francis Adams, chairman 
of the metropolitan, park commission, ap¬ 
peared in an official capacity, and cross- 
examined some of tbe witnesses. 

There was a large attendance of ladies, 
anu the sympathy in the movement was 
almost universal. 

Prof. Charles E. Fay, president of the 
Appalachian Club, explained the connec¬ 
tion of the club with the movement for 
metropolitan parks. It has a membership 
of nearly 900 in various parts of the coun¬ 
try, but chiefly in the metropolitan district 
of Boston. 

The club by reason of its devotion to out¬ 
door life was strongly in favor <3f the pro 
ject. He spoke of the great bene.tit wiiich 
would come to the common people, and. 
above all. the poor, from the realization of 
the commissioners’ plan. 

Rev. Theodore F. Wright of Cambridge 
spoke of parks, especially bill tons, as pro¬ 
motive of public order, with some refer¬ 
ences to other cities. From the hill tops 
the people got an outlook, an uplift, that 
made all life different for them. We 
were missing it every day that we let this 
matter go by. 

Col. T. W. Higginson of Cambridge spoke 
of the lieneflts of outdoor life. The growth 
of the Appalachian Club had .shown that 
the American people were lovers of out¬ 
door life, and we 

Needed Amula Provision 

to that end. The lands that were once 
open to all people to roam over in the 
neighborhood of Boston were now being 
built over and the public excluded. 

Rare wild flower ■> and birds had now dis¬ 
appeared, and there had been a gradual 
banishing farther and farther »n the coun¬ 
try. 

The situation here was such that the 
separate communities could not act to¬ 
gether iu obtaining the needed park sys¬ 
tem. . . 

He instanced Norton’s woods in ( a n- 
brideo which that city \yould not consider 





because it close to Somerville awl 
Somerville woul i pet the benefit. He was 
strongly in favor of this plan and the com¬ 
missioners’bill. It seemed absolutely nec¬ 
essary that this should be done by state 
action. 

Prof. William H. Niles of the Institute 
of Technology spoke of the Importance of 
preserving natural features of landscape 
as a means of educational work. In his 
department of geology and geography he 
found these features really essential to 
technical education. 

Every year, for instance, he took Ins 
classes to the beautiful Hemlock gorge on 
the Charles at Newton Upper Falls, as one 
of the *aost perfect examples of how a 
river breaks through a strong, rocky 

j obstacle. 
I Ho with the seashore. Students who in 

early life had the advantage of contact 
with these natural features of landscape 
le rued the best results in their training. 

The preservation of these features would 
be a very great advantage to the educa¬ 
tional work of the institute. It was as im¬ 
portant in technical education as in bust 
ness for young' men to begin at the bottom 
and work up, and they should begin with 
primitive nature. 

With the present advantages around Pos¬ 
ton, scholars and teachers could be brought 
into contact with physical features, and 
these advantages should be made perma¬ 
nent. 

He told of a Chicago young lady teacher 
who.with her diploma in hand, said she be¬ 
lieved that she did not have any true con¬ 
ception of a lull, never having seen one, 
or of l 

A Runniiii; Stream, 
never having seen water flowing swiftly. 

Chicago might have .its universities en- 

dotved with millions, but it could never 
give the educational advantages of New 
England, with its varied scenery. 

Mayor Bancroft of Cm bridge spoke of 
the needs of his city. They had found that 
parks were useful as well as ornamental; 
next after sewerage ana a water supply the 
most useful thing that could be furnished 
by the public. 

The larger tracts like the Blue Hills and 
the Middlesex Fells belonged to the entire 
community. 

He said it was a question with hi* city 
whether it should take the Charlesbank or 
wait for the Legislature to act in the 
premises. 

He thought that the credit of the state 
would allow Cambridge to take laud 
cheaper than any other way. 

Prof. Edmunds of the Cambridge obser¬ 
vatory, a former president of the club, 
said that the club was working on the 
American idea of securing open spaces 
here and there, rather tnan upon the Eng¬ 
lish one of preserving 1 rge tracts. 

In his rambles.about the country be said 
be noticed that more wire fences were 
being put up, more inclination to regard 
excursionists as trespassers, and more dis¬ 
position to mar choice bits of scenery. 

' Mr. Hastings of Cambridge urged the 
[ need of immediate action. Miss Ellen 
1 Wright, whose pamphlet on the subject 

before the committee is given to the Legis¬ 
lature, was introduced by her brother, Mr. 
Walter C. Wright. Among other things 
she told of the danger which the destruc- 

1 tion of the Fells woods c .rried to the. 
Water Supply of That Region, 

Mr. A. A. Perry of Somerville said that 

no matter before the Legislature was more 
important than the call for a metro¬ 

politan pars commission. He said he 
had taken many men who had 
lived for years within a few 
miles of the Middlesex Fells, and what 
they saw was a revelation to them. There 
was nothing wilder or more beautiful in 
the White mountains. He. had spent more 
time in the Fells during the past five years 
than at his business. 

Mr. W. H. Cades presented the committee 
with a large number of views of the hatchet 
work done l)v boys in the Fe.lls, and Mr. 
Wright raised a laugh by saying they 
should have been kept for Washington’s 
birthday. 

Prof. Edwin Start of Tufts College also 
spoke for the bill. 

Mr. Dexter of Malden was called upon as 
a probable remonstrant. He sni l he did 
not object to the taking of some 60 acres of 
land owned by him in the Fells, but 20 
acres more, near t e city of Malden, he 
wanted to sell for louse lots, and should 

, ask to have them left out of the reserva- 
I tious. 

Mr. Rosewell B. Lawrence, secretary 
of the club, told of postal cards which 
he had sent. He said he had in 
that way received over 500 signatures 
to the petition. Of these 261 came from 
the metropolitan district of Poston, 
from Cambridge, S6: Newton, 40: Lynn, 

| 20; Somerville. 11; Brookline, 15; repre¬ 
sentatives from 11 cities and 14 towns. 
Letters had come from all over tin- country. 

A hearing will he given next Thursday 
morning on the subject of the three bills 
for improving parks legislation recom¬ 
mended oytho secretaryof the metropolitan 
park commission. 

The hearings on the main question were 
declared closed, and in the alternoon the 
committee reported tue commissioners’ 
hill favorably to the House. 
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