Governor Patrick INVESTS IN TAUNTON TO BUILD A BETTER, STRONGER COMMONWEALTH
From day one, Governor Patrick has focused on strengthening communities by investing in people, providing the services that help them help themselves and creating the jobs that will help us all bridge to a better tomorrow. The Governor is committed to building a better, stronger Commonwealth brick-by-brick, neighborhood-by-neighborhood and is investing in the city and residents of Taunton in the following ways:
· Improving our Infrastructure.  Through the Accelerated Bridge Program and with the help of American Recovery and Reinvestment Act, Governor Patrick is putting people to work fixing our broken roads and bridges that suffer from decades of neglect and building the projects that promise to provide lasting economic benefits.  

· $86 million for the Taunton Superior Court Project.
· $26 million in federal recovery funds for the City of Taunton

· $7.3 million for the reconstruction of Route 138 from Baker Street to Weir Street.
· $7 million for public transportation to renovate the commuter rail station, terminal and maintenance facilities. 

· $2.3 million for the replacement of the Route 44 (Winthrop Street) Bridge over the Three Mile River.

· $1.4 million for the replacement of the Old Somerset Avenue Bridge. 

· Constructing a new deck and painting on I-495 over the Taunton River.
· Targeted improvements to the Washington Street, Bay Street and Holloway Street Bridges through the Accelerated Bridge Program. 
· Investing in People & the Future. In the midst of the worst economic downturn in 80 years, the Governor’s budget preserves services that make a difference in people’s lives and promise to make the Commonwealth stronger now and for the long term.

· Education: Maintains the Governor’s historic commitment to public schools in Taunton and across the Commonwealth; preserves level funding for state and community colleges; and increases support for early childhood education.


· Local Aid: Protects critical state funding for Taunton and the Commonwealth’s other 350 cities and towns to preserve essential public safety, education and public works services. Protecting local aid means there will be less pressure at the municipal level to raise property taxes and increase burdens on families and seniors.

· Job Training: The Governor has invested funds in job training and support services to equip Taunton workers with the skills they need to compete in a 21st Century economy
· $4.6 million in federal recovery funds for job training and support services for dislocated workers, low-income youths and adults who rely on one-stop career centers in Fall River, Taunton, and Attleboro.
· $2.1 million for summer employment and additional support services for Bristol County young people.
