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4 Proclamation
BHis Excellency Governor Deval L. Patrick




W

hereas Between 1868 and 1920, the women suffrage movement confronted great obstacles to secure the right to vote; and
W

hereas The 19th Amendment to the United State Constitution, called the Susan B. Anthony Amendment, passed congress in 1919 and was ratified by 36 states in 14 months; and
W

hereas The Amendment received the last state approval in Tennessee by one vote, that of 25-year-old legislator Harry Burn, who switched from opposition to support after getting a telegram from his mother saying, “hurrah, and vote for suffrage!”; and
W

hereas The 19th Amendment was certified as part of the United States Constitution on August 26th, 1920, a day celebrated thereafter as Women’s Equality Day; and
W

hereas This year is the 94th anniversary of women’s suffrage and presents an opportunity to honor the unrelenting tenacity and spirit of the multitude of women and men who worked to secure women’s right to vote; and
W

hereas It was the hope of our foremothers who fought and died for women’s suffrage that future generations of women would use that hard-won vote to make this a better world and to fight for full equality and justice for women,
N

ow, Therefore, I, Deval L. Patrick, Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, do hereby proclaim August 26th, 2014, to be, 
Women’s Equality Day
And urge all the citizens of the Commonwealth to take cognizance of this event and participate fittingly in its observance.

Given at the Executive Chamber in Boston, this fifteenth day of August, in the year two thousand and fourteen, and of the Independence of the United States of America, the two hundred and thirty-eighth.








By His Excellency                 







Deval L. Patrick                       









Governor of the Commonwealth          
       William Francis Galvin               

Secretary of the Commonwealth   
God Save the Commonwealth of Massachusetts
