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Today is a great day for the South Coast and the Commonwealth and I am thrilled to be here.  

This is a transformative project for Fall River.  It will put 300 people to work and position Fall River to truly capitalize on economic development. 

This project will result in a simpler, safer configuration, one that includes dramatic aesthetic improvements beyond what we have now; multimodal accommodations, enhanced access to the waterfront that has been choked off for 48 years.   

Together, we with the help of the Legislature, our federal and local partners, we have done some great work around rebuilding our infrastructure and creating a transportation system that will last for generations to come.  Without doubt, there is more work to be done.  But we are making significant progress, and I am proud of that.  

After years of neglect, our Accelerated Bridge Program is rebuilding hundreds of the Commonwealth's bridges, putting people to work and delivering projects faster and more efficiently than ever before.  Why do we make these investments?  Because our residents deserve roads and bridges that work.  It improves the quality of their lives, saves them time and keeps them safe. And it is precisely what this Commonwealth needs to be economically strong today and in the future. 


We weathered a global economic downturn because we kept investing in programs like the Accelerated Bridge Program.  We didn’t stand still. We stuck to our growth strategy. 

We have done that by emphasizing the things that would leave a lasting improvement in the strength of our Commonwealth – by growing opportunity.  Specifically, we have pursued a strategy of investing in education, innovation and infrastructure.

It’s a strategy proven through history.   And it’s working for us today.

Massachusetts has climbed out of recession faster than most other states and is growing twice as fast as the national growth rate.  Earlier this year the Labor Department reported that we have re-gained all the jobs lost in the Great Recession, one of the first states in America to have achieved this milestone.
We are first in the nation in student achievement, economic competitiveness, entrepreneurial activity, health care coverage, veterans services and energy efficiency.

Massachusetts has emerged as the top international supercluster in the life sciences and biotech, and as a national leader in clean and alternative energy, with double-digit year-over-year job growth in the latter sector in each of the last few years.

None of this is by accident.  It’s the result of a clear strategy for long-term growth and disciplined execution -- even during a global economic collapse.  

This is what our Accelerated Bridge Program is about. Because we took proactive steps to stop, and in fact reverse, the trend of our infrastructure falling into disrepair, we have reduced the number of structurally deficient bridges by 19 percent – and we keep on adding to that number. 

I would like to thank our federal partners with their efforts securing 80 percent of the funding necessary to move this project forward.  And I would like to acknowledge the Federal Highway Administration for their leadership in moving this project through the 25 percent design stage and permitting process, which got us here today. 

Without doubt, there is more work to do.  But today is an important day.  Let’s get to work.  

Thank you. 
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