TALKING POINTS

Buffer Zone Bill Signing

11-13-07

· I want to say thank you to Senators Susan Fargo and Harriette Chandler and Representatives Marty Walz and Carl Sciortino for championing this bill and getting it through our legislature with such overwhelming support.  I also want to recognize and thank the Planned Parenthood League of Massachusetts, NARAL Pro-Choice Massachusetts, the Massachusetts Chapter of the National Organization for Women, and the Massachusetts Women's Political Caucus for pushing so hard to get this done and for their continued advocacy of a woman’s health and the right to choose.
· I’m proud to join with all of you in signing this legislation, which manages to protect both the rights of free speech as well as the public safety expectations of patients, supporters, practitioners and the general community.  
· Our previous Buffer Zone law – which provided for a six foot “bubble” around individuals within an 18 foot buffer zone – proved unclear and difficult to enforce.  We have heard the voices of health providers, patients and law enforcement in revisiting this question. The bill I sign today clarifies existing regulations around these buffer zones and – through expansion of their dimensions – better serves the spirit and purpose of previous laws.

· All of us understand that this is an issue where passions run very high on both sides, and we are very sensitive to that.  We have all worked to ensure that free speech rights are not compromised – and that we have set no precedent for abridgement of those rights in any context.  The ability to share information and opinions in a vibrant public debate remains fully intact.  I would not sign this bill otherwise.      
· What we have done is create a reasonable and prudent space to curtail harassment, intimidation, or the threat of possible physical harm to individuals seeking and providing not just controversial services, but a whole range of valuable and necessary health benefits that may only be available at these facilities. 

· My hope is – and I think I share this with everyone who supports this bill – is that expanded buffer zones will move us towards a reasoned, sober and constructive discussion.

· We encourage that discussion.  We welcome impassioned and informative debate from both sides.  But we are sending a clear signal today that there is no place in this Commonwealth, or in this nation, for threats, coercion, and fear.

· That is the spirit in which we act today, and the principle that we stand by.  I’m glad to join all of you, and I thank you for your efforts.
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