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          Good morning and thank you for that introduction.  We’re here today with some good news about the strength of Massachusetts.  Your competitiveness report ranks us first in the nation chiefly because “[we] continue to live and prosper by [our] wits and [our] diverse economy.”  Despite the massive uncertainty and anxiety across the nation and the state, my faith in the resiliency and the persevering spirit of Massachusetts had never been shaken.  This report shows that we are uniquely positioned to buck current trends and weather current economic storms with relative strength.  Surely, we will not skate through this downturn unscathed, but there is reason for us to hope we can minimize the problems here and prepare ourselves for the eventual upswing as we cycle out of this downturn.

Clearly, we live in serious times with serious issues facing us at seemingly every turn.  From a soured housing market to an economic anxiety we haven’t seen in decades to the public’s shaken trust in their government, we are staring at a daunting reality.  Here in Massachusetts, we’ve made necessary but difficult and painful cuts in services that affect our workers, our families and our neighbors.  The idea that today’s challenges belong to a class or a community different than our own has been proven woefully naïve.  This is a moment of collective challenge, where we have not only an obligation but an opportunity to address some fundamental issues and offer bold solutions that we all agree the citizens of our commonwealth deserve.  I believe, in short, that we are at a defining moment and that today’s challenges are a time for shared sacrifice, shared responsibility and bold actions.  

          Against that backdrop, I have to say I am sometimes disappointed by efforts to address some core economic and societal issues with gimmicks, photo ops and attempts to grab a headline.  I know how easy it is to score political points with partisan shots.  I know that the temptation to lean on a flimsy short term fix just to say we’re doing something is real.  And I know how often we rely on adherence to ideology over getting things done.

But I also know that the people of the Commonwealth see through these gimmicks and that they shake their head in collective disbelief when government and business offer band aids for broken bones, when we build a house of cards instead of delivering the solutions they need in their neighborhoods.  They are too smart.

          Instead of those quick fixes or ideologically and partisan driven solutions, I believe we need to have the collective determination to seek real solutions that better the lives of our residents and our commonwealth.  We need real solutions to the property tax pressures that homeowners face across the state.  As a community, we need to address CORI reform and recognize that if we can find common ground, we can have safer and more productive communities.  We need to continue to tackle health care costs with a collaborative effort rarely seen among doctors, government, providers, employers and employees because the eyes of the nation are on this experiment in Massachusetts.  As the concern about our climate continues to mount, we need to create the products and services that the whole world wants.  And, of course, we need to bring reform to our transportation system and acknowledge publicly that years of irresponsible neglect, gimmicks and partisan governing have left us with a tangled bureaucracy and staggering debt obligations that we ignore at the price of our own children’s chance at the American Story.  

I know we have taken strides in all of these directions, but we cannot afford to get distracted or complacent.  The times demand that we come together to form alliances and partnerships that will deliver the results Massachusetts residents expect from their leaders in both the public and private sectors.  The opportunity for productive discussion is now, the chance to bring real and lasting reform to our schools, our economy and our communities is right in front of us.  All that is missing is our willingness to put aside the tired ways of cynicism and political gamesmanship and instead embrace the challenges as a serious chance to move Massachusetts forward on a foundation of what we share in common.  I look forward to those challenges and I hope I can count on your participation and ideas.  Thank you and let’s get to work.     
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