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Good morning.  Thank you all for being here.  I want to spend most of our time in conversation, but first just let me make a few points about where we are and where we are going on elder issues in the Commonwealth.


We are at an important moment for seniors in Massachusetts and across the country.  As baby boomers continue to age, seniors will soon make up one quarter of our population.  This rapid transformation of our generational balance will bring new and exciting challenges to all of us here and to the children and grandchildren who will be our partners on this journey.

Mostly, we have a chance to acknowledge that aging is a lifelong process.  If we give people the educational tools and appropriate information, we can plan better for our future, from finances to housing to health care.  As a Commonwealth, now is the time for action because if we don’t prepare today, tomorrow’s challenges will consume more of our energy and our resources than we can handle.  I know we are up to meeting that challenge. 

The future that we are trying to build is centered around active, independent seniors.  The state can help create a foundation for success by making sure that seniors get the skills and training they need to be employees or volunteers in their area of interest.  Now, more than ever, seniors will choose to stay in their jobs longer or immerse themselves in new professions later in life.  That is a good thing and we should open up new possibilities through continuing education programs at community colleges, senior centers and elsewhere.  

At the neighborhood level, we have a chance to re-envision our communities, with increased attention on senior-friendly public transportation providing access to walkable commercial centers.  
And, as we get older, Massachusetts will be a center of discovery and pioneering innovation in health care, from replacement body parts -- something I already know about -- to managing chronic illnesses.  And we are doing everything we can to ensure housing independence because people should be able to live at home, with dignity, for as long as they wish.  At the same time, as a Commonwealth, we remain committed to providing support for the people who cannot manage on their own.    


Of course, today’s economic realities have had an effect on our aging agenda just as it has in every area of public policy.  But, in spite of the challenges, we have secured more than $300 million dollars to help boost SNAP benefits, the state’s Elderly Nutrition Program.  We have acted to protect safety net services, including heating assistance this winter.  We have increased funding for the Commonwealth’s 349 Councils on Aging, crucial partners in our efforts to deliver long-term solutions to today’s challenges.  And just last month, we announced our “Embrace Your Future” campaign, which will help seniors get information about long-term financial planning so they are prepared for when they might need long-term support services.

I know there are several issues of particular importance to this group, from proposed changes to the driving laws to prescription advantage and nursing facilities.  I look forward to a robust discussion about those and other issues over the course of the morning.   Secretary Harstein and the panelists are here to provide additional facts and help me answer specific questions you may have.  Thank you.
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