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· I want to thank you all for coming and for asking me to be here today.  I am proud to be with you to celebrate the legacy of this movement, and acknowledge all that it means to us today.  

· We have much to celebrate today on the point of being a freer, more open society for more people than ever before. 
· Women and minorities, individuals with disabilities and members of the GLBT community have greater political and economic agency than any other time in our history.

· The field of presidential nominees includes a Latino, a woman, and a Black candidate, each with a strong claim on the nation’s highest office.  We have the first woman to serve as Speaker of the House, and she helps lead a Congress with more Black and Hispanic members than at any time since reconstruction, now including the first Muslim lawmaker.  In Massachusetts, I am proud to be working alongside the very first woman Senate President in our history.  All over the country we have individuals like yourselves, active, engaged and well-prepared voices that are moving important issues out of the margins and into the mainstream. 

· I have been in diverse gatherings of individuals from the highest levels of business and government – gatherings that would have been unimaginable 40 years ago and, quite frankly, illegal only 60 years ago.  And in every case, that diversity has made our decisions better.

· This is progress that extends directly out of the Civil Rights struggle that saw its genesis in things like the Niagra Movement, and continues today.  We have work yet to do.

· There is a tendency to believe today that because we have moved beyond the crucible of the civil rights movement, and because race and gender issues are not in our daily headlines, that we have closed the conversation on diversity in America.
· Yet there remain fundamental inequities in our education, our housing, and our economic opportunities.  Racism is still with us in many ways, as we saw in Jena, or only too recently, at the Teachers College in New York City.  We must recognize that simply declaring ourselves colorblind in law, does not necessarily mean that we are colorblind in fact. 
· In all sorts of quarters, people are wondering and watching, anxious to see where this country is headed in its long struggle for equal opportunity and fundamental fairness.  And remembering our history becomes ever more important.  I am glad to be here with you to celebrate how far we have come, but also to remember how far we have to go.  
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