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Good morning.  Thank you, Jim, for the warm introduction and for your leadership of the Massachusetts League of Community Health Centers.  You have been a great leader and a terrific partner.

You care about a fundamental idea so central to health care reform and to the cause and the work of community health centers.  And that is, that health is a public good.  A public good.  And everybody deserves access to it.


I want to welcome all of you here today to the State House.  This is your house.   You throw a lot of weight around here which is why I’m getting out of here.  


I want to acknowledge the members of the legislature who are here. 

And I want to thank you all for everything you do to make health care reform real in Massachusetts. 

98% of our residents have health insurance – 99.8% of children.  No other state in America can touch that.  90% of patients have a primary physician.  One survey recently said that 4 out of 5 people have seen their primary care physician in the last year.  Health disparities are going down.  Rates of cervical cancer, for example, because of access to screening are going down.  

People are becoming healthier because we made a statement of value in health care reform.  That health is a public good.  And it would not work without you.
We need the model that you present of high quality, cost effective health care delivered close to where people live and where they work and in culturally sensitive surroundings with great competence at all levels.


We need you here in Massachusetts.  And that’s why we’re going to do what we can to support you in the budget and in every other way.  Thank you so much for being here.  Welcome.
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