GOVERNOR PATRICK INVESTS IN THE MERRIMACK VALLEY AND NORTH SHORE TO BUILD A BETTER, STRONGER COMMONWEALTH
From day one, Governor Patrick has focused on strengthening communities by investing in people, providing the services that help them help themselves and creating the jobs that will help us all bridge to a better tomorrow. The Governor is committed to building a better, stronger Commonwealth brick-by-brick, neighborhood-by-neighborhood and is investing in the Merrimack Valley and the North Shore area and its residents in the following ways:
· Improving our Infrastructure.  Through the Accelerated Bridge Program and with the help of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA), Governor Patrick is putting people to work fixing our broken roads and bridges, which have suffered from decades of neglect, and building the projects that promise to provide lasting economic benefits.  

· The $36.9 million reconstruction of both the northbound and southbound lanes of Interstate 495 in Lowell, funded by the Accelerated Bridge Program.  The "design-build" project will repair six bridges- two over the Boston & Maine and MBTA railroad, two crossing Woburn Street and two over the Concord River.
· $10.3 million Accelerated Bridge Program project will rebuild the Route 28 (Broadway Street) bridge over the Merrimack River.  The project involves complete reconstruction of the bridge, including new concrete deck and repair of the existing structural steel.  
· Investing in People & the Future. In the midst of the worst economic downturn in 80 years, the Governor’s budget preserves services that make a difference in people’s lives and promise to make the Commonwealth stronger now and for the long term.

· Education: Maintains the Governor’s historic commitment to public schools in Western Massachusetts and across the Commonwealth; preserves level funding for state and community colleges; and increases support for early childhood education. 
· MassCEC funded a regional training center for energy efficiency skills training at North Shore Community College, one of seven community colleges throughout the state. This is part of MassGreen, the energy efficiency skills initiative funded with $1.875 million from the Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative.

· MassCEC funded mock-up solar PV and Thermal roofs for energy efficiency training at Greater Lowell Technical High School

· Local Aid: Protects critical state funding for the Merrimack Valley, North Shore and the Commonwealth’s 351 cities and towns to preserve essential public safety, education and public works services. Protecting local aid means there will be less pressure at the municipal level to raise property taxes and increase burdens on families and seniors.
· The Patrick-Murray Administration designated the City of Lowell a part of the Growth District Initiative on September 3, 2008 and has since awarded the City $16.4 million to invest in the economic revitalization of the Hamilton Canal Growth District, including the construction of a temporary bridge and preparations for utility infrastructure and roadway build-outs. 
· On March 19, 2009, the Patrick-Murray Administration announced Lawrence as a participant in the Growth District Initiative and creation of the Lawrence Canal Revitalization Area Growth District at Lawrence’s Riverwalk.  This provided Lawrence with $2.3 million in grant funding to construct public roadways and supporting infrastructure for the redevelopment of an existing mill, new construction, as well as a community boathouse and public park.
· The Patrick-Murray Administration awarded Peabody $1.25 million through the Massachusetts Opportunity Relocation and Expansion (MORE) Jobs Capital Program.  Funds have supported the North River Canal widening project, which is expected to mitigate the severe flooding problems that Peabody Square and Downtown Peabody experience.
· Job Training: The Governor has invested funds in job training and support services to equip local workers with the skills they need to compete in a 21st Century economy.
· Last spring, the Patrick-Murray Administration directed over $3.4 million in federal recovery funds to make immediate investments in job training and support services for dislocated workers, low-income youths and adults in the Merrimack Valley Workforce Investment Area (WIA). In the past six months 8,857 customers have been served at ValleyWorks Career Centers.
· Energy and the Environment: Governor Patrick has invested funds in projects that will reduce water pollution statewide, as well as parks and recreation projects that will enhance the Commonwealth's natural habitats.

· $150,000 DOER Energy Audit Program Grant to Lynn Regional Wastewater Treatment Plant for Energy Efficiency Upgrades to replace motors and heat pumps.

· $17.2 million Department of Environmental Protection (MassDEP) Drinking Water SRF Loan Program financing to town of Amesbury for water Treatment Plant Upgrade and Water Main Replacement. 

· $22.8 million MassDEP SRF financing for Lowell Regional Wastewater Utility, for wastewater treatment and collection system improvements. 

· $4.6 million MassDEP SRF grant (ARRA funded) to install green roof and solar panels at Lowell Regional Wastewater Utility. 

· $13.9 million MassDEP SRF financing for infrastructure rehabilitation project associated with the Lowell Water Treatment Facility, Raw Water Pumping Station, and the water distribution system.

· $10.5 million MassDEP SRF financing for the construction of new drains and/or sewers in the Warren Street Drainage Basin in Lowell.

· $4.9 million MassDEP SRF grant (ARRA funded) to install variable speed drives and solar photovoltaic system at the Greater Lawrence Sanitary District Facility 

· $2.3 million MassDEP SRF financing for rehabilitation of water tanks, replacement of distribution system valves and replacement of a water main in Lawrence that connects to the Andover system.  

· Housing and Weatherization: Governor Patrick has consistently invested in projects that provide affordable housing for low-income residents now as well as supporting weatherization efforts that will provide cost savings in the long term.  
· Methuen received $1,079,271 for local housing authority through DHCD’s State Public Housing Capital Awards
· Lynn received $2,779,953 for local housing authority through DHCD’s State Public Housing Capital Awards
