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Good afternoon.  It is a pleasure to join you.  As the sun has finally reemerged, I cannot think of a better place to be than right here, celebrating new opportunities for carpenters and apprentices across New England.  Your 22,000 members should be proud of this new space.  It is a physical manifestation of the pride you take in your work, of the role you play in your communities and in the effort you give to help the next generation find their own way to realizing the American Dream.  


In many ways, this is a monument to what is possible when people work together towards a common goal.  With more than 900 of your members helping build this -- from framing windows and doors to installing wood flooring and hanging that magnificent LED sign outside -- this is a great example of teamwork.  Frankly, it comes at a time when our communities could use a reminder of the forward-looking, hard-working attitude that built this country.  This is a building constructed on a foundation of optimism.  It is that same spirit that gave rise to this Council and the United Brotherhood of Carpenters.  


What I like most is that these walls will see your members passing on knowledge to the next group of building professionals.  The apprentices who will come here to gain new experience will learn not just to shape a piece of wood to the exact specifications of a drawing, they’ll also learn how the dignity of hard work provides for them and their families.  That is a future that I want to work to build with you and your members here.  Thank you for having me, and congratulations on the opening of this marvelous facility.
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