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Good morning and thank you, Secretary Malone, for that introduction.  I also want to acknowledge and thank Bunker Hill’s President Pam Eddinger who couldn’t be here this morning - as well as Trustee Amy Young who is representing the college today, for many years of exceptional and fruitful partnership.
Thank you to the educators who are taking part in this program today.  It is because of people like Darlene White-Dottin from Orchard Gardens School, Lt. Col. Paul Hughes from Madison Park High School as well as the educators here at Bunker Hill that Massachusetts is the national leader in education.  
And finally, thank you to the City Year Corps members that greeted us this morning.  I am always inspired by these your men and women.  As a parent, I hear optimism and energy, eagerness and hope.  As a governor, I hear a call to action.  Every one of us has a stake in getting them where they want to go.  We need to tell and to live their stories, and we need City Year, we need Bunker Hill and institutions of higher education like it across the Commonwealth to prepare our students for their future.  
Investments in our schools of ideas, time and money matter, because those investments unlock growth and opportunity for all of us.
For me, today is about reflection and a call to action.  We have come together to acknowledge the progress we have made in strengthening our Commonwealth’s education system for all students, from birth forward and reaffirm that now is the time to keep on this path, to do far more of what has worked so well for so many students and to fulfill the promise of a great education for every child in the Commonwealth.
Nearly eight years ago, when I was elected Governor, I knew we had monumental tasks before us to accomplish and I knew we needed a plan for the Commonwealth to invest in education, innovation and infrastructure, a plan to govern for the next generation instead of the next election cycle in order to accomplish them. And I knew it would take all us of working together.

Many of you were there then and each of you have been since, helping to shape policy and initiative, teaching me how to make practical progress toward that vision, sharpening and strengthening the work. Take stock of what that collaboration has produced.
Today, we are number one in the Nation in student achievement, we are making continued progress towards closing persistent achievement gaps, and we have more innovative education models in our school districts and communities than ever. 
We have led our state through passage of the Achievement Gap Act, our winning Race to the Top application and our bold school and district turnaround efforts, including our most challenging and innovative work in the Lawrence Public Schools.
We have made great progress in early education, an area that will have an impact for years to come on student achievement in Massachusetts, by providing additional funding to ensure more children will receive access to high-quality child care programs.

Last year our budget made it possible for 3,000 children, whose families have limited means and who before didn’t have access to high-quality early education, to gain that access.  This fiscal year we will add another 2,500.  
We are also are ensuring the quality of our early education programs can be measured and enhanced through a $5 million investment in a system known as Q-R-I-S, that will help ensure we are rating and providing valuable feedback to providers who are caring for children. 
We have supported giving families and students across the state a range of educational options - whether through vocational schools, innovation schools, traditional public schools with a particular focus, or charter schools.  Each of these types of schools has demonstrated success in closing the achievement gap among our students, which is what's most important.   

There are still charter school applications pending before the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education for consideration and the Board will carefully review each of those proposals with an eye toward what's in the best interest of students in each of those communities.
The Innovation School movement in the Commonwealth has given districts the flexibilities and autonomies to innovate from within.  And today, there are 54 of these schools all across the Commonwealth.  
And perhaps most importantly in our efforts to close the achievement gap, we have made school and district turnaround our most central priority.  Turnaround work is tough and sometimes slow, but the results can be inspiring and awesome.  When we started in 2010, 34 schools were identified as Level 4 or underperforming.   Last year, 13 of those schools exited Level 4 status – this year, four more shed the designation. The early returns from our turnaround work since prove that Massachusetts is on the right path in making sure none of our students and none of our schools are left behind.
In almost every category, the Bay State beats the national average: more than 60 percent of Massachusetts children have a parent with a post-secondary degree, 14 points higher than average, and nearly 60 percent of 3- and 4-year-olds are enrolled in preschool, more than 10 points above the national average.
Not surprisingly, nearly half of Massachusetts fourth-graders are proficient on National Assessment of Educational Progress reading tests, and more than 54 percent of eighth-graders get proficient scores on NAEP math tests — both the highest rates in the country.
For eight years we have funded our public schools through the chapter 70 formula at record levels.  This fiscal year, support for primary and secondary education in this line item alone is up 26 percent since I took office, which reflects the shared view of the administration, the Legislature and each one of you, that nothing is more important than strengthening our schools.
And our work is narrowing achievement gaps. On the 10th grade English Language Arts we have seen our African American and Hispanic 10th grade students flourish from needing improvement in 2007 to proficient in 2014. That represents a 24 point increase for African American students, a 26 point increase for our Hispanic Students and a 16 point increase for our White students. 
It is a similar story in Math: a 28 point increase for African American students, 24 points up for Hispanic Students and 20 points for White students. 
On the 2011 Trends in International Mathematics and Science Study (TIMSS), Massachusetts 8th graders tied for second in science achievement, trailing only students from Singapore, and tied for fifth in mathematics achievement, trailing only the four highest performing Asian countries (Korea, Singapore, Chinese Taipei and Hong Kong SAR). 

On the 2012 Program for International Student Assessment (PISA), Massachusetts 15-year-old students tied for fourth worldwide in reading literacy, seventh in science literacy and tenth in mathematics literacy.

Our Graduation rates are at all time highs and our dropout rates are at all time lows. 

Our high school students are outscoring their peers nationally on the SATs and more Massachusetts students are taking the SAT than ever before.
Together, we have created for new ways to ensure more students have access to a college education. Today, students attending Madison Park Technical High School have a new pathway to college and a career through our RoxMAPP initiative. Students are dual enrolled at Madison Park and at Roxbury Community College. 
We also are ensuring our students are safer in our schools and therefore in a better position to learn.  Before I leave office we will distribute nearly $200,000 in grants to local school districts that will help strengthen their school safety and security.
We are also expanding our Inclusive Concurrent Enrollment program so that more of your students with Intellectual Disabilities can access their dream of stepping foot on a college campus. These students make our college campuses stronger and more diverse, and by the end of this year they will be able to choose from 12 different public colleges and universities to attend. 
And once again we significantly increased support for public universities and community colleges – another step in promoting our future growth and prosperity by making higher education more affordable.  
Our public higher education campuses are being revitalized, and every one of our public campuses has had at least one new building erected. These buildings are, in many cases, the first new construction in decades.  Many of these new facilities support our science and technology mission to train students for jobs in our leading innovation sectors.

Our advances in teaching and learning through the Vision Project are drawing national notice.  Massachusetts is leading eight other states in the first effort to actually measure what college students know and can do upon graduation – so that we can improve instruction and show the business community how well-prepared Massachusetts college students are for the world of work. 

Over the last eight years, I have learned that there is no silver bullet solution to educational success and to closing achievement gaps.  Rather, the secret to building a nation-leading education system and to producing the highest performing students in the nation is to work together in the best interests of all of our children.
Every debate about education must begin and end with one simple question:  What is best for our students?  For nearly 8 years we have used every tool available to us, and some newly created ones as well, towards the betterment of educational outcomes for our students in the Commonwealth.

But we know there is more to do.  Too many of our third grade students still are not reading at the level we expect them to. Attempting to address this problem in 1st or 2nd grade is too late. This is not only about their social and economic future.  It’s about ours.
There is more we can do to make a college education more affordable, accessible and relevant for the students of our state.
We can do this.  We just have to make the choice.  We can choose to invest in our children, to make education investments that have been proven time and again to work.  Or we can choose to do nothing.
The people in this room, all of us, are in a position to do more to provide an opportunity to every child in Massachusetts, indeed, a chance to ensure their successful academic and economic futures.
I know we are far from finished. So let’s keep working.  Thank you. 
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