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A Proclamation

(
By His Excellency

Governor Deval L. Patrick
W

hereas There are more than 200,000 children, adults and their families who are directly affected by developmental disabilities and mental retardation; and 
W

hereas   Developmental disabilities and mental retardation are chronic conditions attributed to mental or physical impairments which begin early in life and result in substantial limitations in major life activities such as self care, mobility, language, learning and self-direction; and

W

hereas  The services and expertise provided by professional personnel, parents and concerned citizens enable persons with developmental disabilities and mental retardation to participate more freely in education, employment and community living; and 
W

hereas The vast majority of people with developmental disabilities and mental retardation now live in community homes, where their lives are less restricted than in institutional settings; and 
W

hereas People with developmental disabilities and mental retardation are capable of becoming more independent and economically self-sufficient; and 
W

hereas Public awareness of the support needs and  the capabilities of these people is essential for the creation of inclusive and richly diversified communities, 
N

ow, Therefore, I, Deval L. Patrick, Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, do hereby proclaim March 2007, to be
Developmental & Intellectual Disabilities Awareness  Month
And urge all the citizens of the Commonwealth to take cognizance of this event and participate fittingly in its observance.

Given at the Executive Chamber in Boston, this first day of March, in the year of our Lord two thousand and seven, and of the Independence of the United States of America, the two hundred and thirtieth.

By His Excellency

Deval L. Patrick
Governor of the Commonwealth

William Francis Galvin

Secretary of the Commonwealth

God Save the Commonwealth of Massachusetts

