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4 Proclamation
BHis Excellency Governor Deval L. Patrick




W

hereas The 54th Massachusetts Volunteer Infantry Regiment was authorized by the United States Secretary of War, Edwin M. Stanton on January 26, 1863 as the first African American Regiment raised in the north; and subsequently by the Governor of Massachusetts John A. Andrew on February 9, 1863; and
W

hereas The 54th Massachusetts Volunteer Infantry Regiment was commanded by Colonel Robert Gould Shaw and Norwood Penrose Hallowell as the unit’s second in command at the rank of Lieutenant Colonel; and
W

hereas The 54th Massachusetts Volunteer Infantry Regiment primarily was composed of free men, two of which were sons of famed abolitionist Frederick Douglass, Sergeant Major Lewis Henry Douglass and Private Charles Remond Douglass; and
W

hereas The 54th Massachusetts Volunteer Infantry Regiment gained recognition on July 18, 1863, when it spearheaded an assault on Fort Wagner near Charleston, South Carolina.  At this battle, Colonel Shaw and one hundred sixteen of his men were killed.  One hundred fifty-six were wounded or captured.  This was the highest total of casualties for the 54th Massachusetts during the war; and
W

hereas Sergeant William Harvey Carney of Company C was awarded the Medal of Honor, the earliest action for which the Medal of Honor was awarded to an African-American; and
W

hereas The 54th Massachusetts Volunteer Infantry Regiment was mustered out of both federal and state service after the Civil War, it remains a strong legacy, 
N

ow, Therefore, I, Deval L. Patrick, Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts and Commander in Chief of the Military Forces of the Commonwealth hereby reorganize and redesignate the Massachusetts National Guard Ceremonial Unit as the 
54th Massachusetts Volunteer
Regiment in the Military Forces 
of Massachusetts
Given at the Executive Chamber in Boston, this twenty-first day of November, in the year two thousand and eight, and of the Independence of the United States of America, the two hundred and thirty-second.

               





By His Excellency                  








Deval L. Patrick                       









Governor of the Commonwealth           

       William Francis Galvin               

Secretary of the Commonwealth         

God Save the Commonwealth of Massachusetts
