Race to the Top Early Learning Challenge Grant Celebration
What:

You will be introduced by Amy O’Leary, Campaign Director for Early Education for All/Strategies for Children and offer brief remarks

Purpose:

To celebrate the award of the Early Learning Challenge grant
Audience:

There are expected to be 150-200 audience members from the early education field (educators, directors, family child care providers, advocates) as well as representatives from K12 and higher education and staff from the Department of Early Education and Care. 

Message:

The Early Learning Challenge grant will help us reach kids at an early age, before achievement gaps form, to ensure they are prepared for lifelong success in school and beyond.

Governor Deval L. Patrick
Race to the Top Early Learning Challenge Grant Celebration

State House, Boston
Tuesday, January 17, 2012
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS: TBD

Good morning.  Thank you, Amy, for the warm introduction and for your leadership of the Early Education for All Campaign.  I am honored to be here in celebration of the Commonwealth’s excellence.
Thank you to Strategies for Children for organizing this event and for your work to bring high-quality educational opportunities to all children across the state.

I also want to express my gratitude to the educators, providers, and partners who are here today.  Thank you for your commitment to teaching our children and for advocating on their behalf.

Education, I believe, is the single best long-term investment government can make.  We are making those investments here in Massachusetts and will continue to make them because they are working.  

We lead the nation in K-12 student performance.  Massachusetts students rank first in the National Assessment of Education Progress – the so-called “nation’s report card.”  Our K-12 students are among the top three in the world on international math assessments and tied for first in science on the international science and math assessment, TIMMS.  And thanks to our commitment to reform and innovation we were top scorers in both the K-12 and early learning Race to the Top competitions.

So thanks to our educators and our outstanding students, Massachusetts is doing well.  Yet while overall our K-12 students lead the nation, we still have a persistent achievement gap.  Stuck in that gap are poor kids and kids with special needs, or those who speak English as a second language.  More often than not, these are children and young people of color.  We are doing well, but we need to do better.  
We also know that investments during the early years of a child’s life are critical to his/her future success.  If we enhance the quality of our early education programs, meet each child where he or she is, and provide the tailored support that he or she needs, we can close the achievement gap or better yet, prevent it in the first place.  We can make sure that all children in Massachusetts are ready to succeed not only in kindergarten, but beyond.

The Race to the Top – Early Learning Challenge award will help us to reach our ambitious goals by building on the strong foundation that currently exists.   Access to high-quality early education is absolutely essential in preparing our children for continued success throughout life.  Early learning prepares our children to be productive members of society in an increasingly competitive world.  This grant will help us provide high-quality early education services to our youngest citizens so that they will be ready and prepared to excel throughout every stage of their educational careers. 

This award is a tribute to the hard work being done in early education programs across the Commonwealth each and every day.  This funding will help all of these programs offer all children the highest quality developmental education possible from a young age, preparing them for the global challenges of the 21st century.

I am grateful to the Obama Administration for providing the opportunity to win this award.  I want to congratulate and thank the educators, the Executive Office of Education and its agencies, especially the Department of Early Education and Care, the legislature, Strategies for Children, and other early education partners for coming together to make this happen.  I am proud of our strong partnership and I look forward to working with all of you to implement our exciting and critically important strategies over the next four years.

Thank you and congratulations.  
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