GOVERNOR PATRICK INVESTS IN WESTERN MASSACHUSETTS TO BUILD A BETTER, STRONGER COMMONWEALTH
From day one, Governor Patrick has focused on strengthening communities by investing in people, providing the services that help them help themselves and creating the jobs that will help us all bridge to a better tomorrow. The Governor is committed to building a better, stronger Commonwealth brick-by-brick, neighborhood-by-neighborhood and is investing in the area and residents of Western Massachusetts in the following ways:
· Improving our Infrastructure.  Through the Accelerated Bridge Program and with the help of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA), Governor Patrick is putting people to work fixing our broken roads and bridges, which have suffered from decades of neglect, and building the projects that promise to provide lasting economic benefits.  

· The $24.3 million Hadley Overpass, Route 8 over the B&M Railroad and Hoosic River has completed one year of construction with completion scheduled for 2012.  The project will rehabilitate the existing obsolete Hadley Overpass carrying Route 8 (State Street) over the Hoosic River in North Adams. The overpass supports the major southern entrance to North Adams and carries approximately 12,000 vehicles per day.

· The U.S. Department of Transportation has awarded $70 million for final design and construction of the “Knowledge Corridor” along the Connecticut River rail line in western Massachusetts. The project, with a total budget of $75.6 million, will rehabilitate the existing Connecticut River rail line which runs from Connecticut, through Massachusetts to Vermont.  Once completed, Amtrak Vermonter service will be rerouted to the line providing a more direct route, faster service and restored access to the cities of Northampton, Holyoke and Greenfield.  

· The $2.5 million Park Square Reconstruction project will provide numerous streetscape and paving improvements for Park Square at the intersection of South Street, North Street, Bank Row, and Park Place in Pittsfield.  Construction includes new traffic control signals, paving, and streetscape and landscape improvements such as ornamental light fixtures, benches, trees and shrubs, and brick paver crosswalks.
· The $15.9 million project reconstructing 3.5 miles of State Street from I-91 to Berkshire Avenue in Springfield, including pavement, sidewalks and traffic signals. This major project supports revitalization along State Street, including the Federal Courthouse construction.   

· Investing in People & the Future. In the midst of the worst economic downturn in 80 years, the Governor’s budget preserves services that make a difference in people’s lives and promise to make the Commonwealth stronger now and for the long term.

· Education: Maintains the Governor’s historic commitment to public schools in Western Massachusetts and across the Commonwealth; preserves level funding for state and community colleges; and increases support for early childhood education. 
· MassCEC funded a program that established a regional training center for energy efficiency skills training at Berkshire Community College, one of seven community colleges throughout the state. This is part of MassGreen, the energy efficiency skills initiative funded with $1.875 million from the Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative.
· MassCEC funded a program that established a regional training center for energy efficiency skills training at Springfield Technical and Greenfield Community College, two of seven community colleges throughout the state. This is part of MassGreen, the energy efficiency skills initiative funded with $1.875 million from the Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative.
· MassCEC funded mock-up solar PV and Thermal roofs for energy efficiency training at Smith Vocational and Agricultural School in Northampton, and Franklin County Technical High School.
· MassCEC provided funding grants to the Pathways Out of Poverty initiative, which focuses funds on skills development for low-income, under/unemployed residents of Gateway cities.  One award was given to the Hampden Regional Employment Board graduated 24 students, with about 50 percent now employed in the weatherization field.    
· MassCEC provided funding to Western New England College to develop a green energy concentration in both the Bachelor of Science in Mechanical Engineering and Bachelor of Science in Electrical Engineering, with a particular focus on wind energy. 
· MassCEC provided funding to Nuestras Racies to develop a renewable energy technology certificate program and learning labs at Holyoke Community College, and training specifically in solar thermal at new lab space at the Roots Up Center for low-income youth. 
· Local Aid: Protects critical state funding for Western Massachusetts and the Commonwealth’s 351 cities and towns to preserve essential public safety, education and public works services. Protecting local aid means there will be less pressure at the municipal level to raise property taxes and increase burdens on families and seniors.
· The Patrick-Murray Administration designated Pittsfield as a Growth District on May 8, 2008, and awarded the City $825,000 for the restoration of the Kinnell-Kresge building as a part of the development of its Urban Center Growth District.
· Job Training: The Governor has invested funds in job training and support services to equip local workers with the skills they need to compete in a 21st Century economy.
· Since 2007, the Patrick-Murray Administration has made $1.7 million in grants awards available through the Workforce Training Fund to the Berkshire WIA to provide skill development programs to 1,521 individuals.

· Energy and the Environment: Governor Patrick has invested funds in projects that will reduce water pollution statewide, as well as parks and recreation projects that will enhance the Commonwealth's natural habitats.

· DCR recently completed the two-year Historic Parkway Rehabilitation Project.  The $14 million project restoring the road to the summit will open this spring. 

· During the construction, DCR converted the campground at Mt. Greylock to a hike-in facility.  It proved to be so popular that DCR will continue the practice providing visitors a primitive backpacking experience and offers campers an enhanced connection to the outdoors. 

· DCR’s Historical Curatorship program recently selected a new curator for the Bascom Lodge at the summit.  The curators plan to bring back the tradition of providing quality food, lodging, and services to park visitors hopefully by late summer.  

· Housing and Weatherization: Governor Patrick has consistently invested in projects that provide affordable housing for low-income residents now as well as supporting weatherization efforts that will provide cost savings in the long term.  
