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· I’m happy to join all of you in welcoming Dr. Chester to this next chapter in his career and his life and to add a new partner in our efforts to move education in our state into the next phase: a phase dedicated to achieving consistent excellence.  

· [As others have noted] Dr. Chester brings years of experience in a variety of roles, and has worked in school systems all across the country.  But he also brings the invaluable experience of his days in the classroom.  He knows firsthand how policy and administrative decisions translate into realities for teachers and students, and has a profound understanding of the need for engagement of every stakeholder.  

· He has demonstrated that understanding with his repeated visits to Massachusetts over the past several months, where he has met with dozens of educators, advocates, parents, legislators, business leaders and stakeholders in an effort to understand the issues and ambitions for education in Massachusetts.  

· He has clearly gained the respect and enthusiasm of our Board of Elementary and Secondary Education, which voted him to this post with unanimous approval.  I want to congratulate them on their wisdom in that decision. 

· In the time he has spent here, he has made clear that he is not interested in simply managing the status quo.  He is coming here to move our public schools to the next level.  

· We welcome his drive and his partnership at this critical time.  We have made tremendous progress over the past 15 years.  That work has been nationally recognized and I thank everyone – many of you here – who contributed to making that possible.

· But we still have work to do.  In leading in a world that is changing more every day, in which the skills of our graduates are not only measured against those in Raleigh or San Jose, but in Shanghai and Bangalore. In broadening opportunities to the communities that are still being left behind.   And in building a system that embraces the whole child, and not only elevates them to technical proficiency, but enriches them with creativity and the critical thinking skills needed for the range of situations and challenges of today’s world and economy. 

· Today, no other place in America is as well-positioned as Massachusetts to be the model for transformative educational achievement.  But continued success is not inevitable, and we cannot afford to rest on our laurels.  

· I am confident in our ability to succeed because I have confidence in our people, like Dr. Chester.  I know I speak for my partners in the legislature as well as our teachers, administrators, business partners, and especially a generation of students when I say how much hope I have for your work here.  I thank you very much.  

· I’m happy now to bring to the podium our students who will help read the oath of office.

