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Good afternoon and thank you.  I am proud to be here today to celebrate the groundbreaking of the Massachusetts College of Liberal Arts Center for Science and Innovation.  I’d like to acknowledge everyone involved in this project – MCLA, my Administration, members of the legislature – thank you for daring to dream big.  I am proud to be here today.  

This project for MCLA for reasons that most of you here already know.  But it is also important to the region, and to the Commonwealth.  We have a strategy to grow opportunity here in the Commonwealth.  A strategy based on education, on innovation, and on infrastructure.

Education first and foremost because it’s our calling card around the world.  It’s what we’re best known for.  Brainpower if you will.  It’s our natural resource here. 
Innovation because there are handful of industries that depend on the concentration of brainpower, the well-educated work force that we have.  Life sciences and bio tech, IT, clean tech, financial services, for that matter, which is more and more an IT business.  And because we are making more of the things we invest, precision manufacturing is coming back here in the Commonwealth as well. 
And infrastructure, finally, is what I describe as the unglamorous work of government, but it supports all the rest.  Roads, rails, bridge projects.  We’re expanding broadband by the end of next calendar year, I think it is, every community in the Commonwealth will have access to broadband.  We’re investing again in our public colleges and university campuses, and public and affordable housing.    
And that strategy is working.   
We’re going jobs in the Commonwealth faster than 44 other states.  Our state GDP is growing at 3 times the national growth rate.  We’ve moved up from the bottom third to sixth best place in America in which to do business and we have the strongest bond rating that we’ve ever had in the Commonwealth.  That strategy is working. 
That strategy needs to be felt in every corner of the Commonwealth.  Including in our beloved Berkshires.  And that’s why it’s so important to be here today, for me to be here today.  Because this project strikes on all of those corners.  It’s an investment in young people and young minds.  And middle aged people and middle aged minds.  And all sorts of folks who hunger for knowledge and for skills development and enrichment.  It’s an investment in innovation because it supports in this part of the Commonwealth, the innovation economy that is booming in other parts of the economy.  And it is unglamourous, but important infrastructure.  And a long time coming – over four decades or so.  

So congratulations to all of those who have had a role.  Most of you have been called out by name.  I want to take a point of privilege and thank most especially the members of the legislature who are here.  They give us the tools to affect this strategy.  And I think about how similar our strategy is to the strategy the President is trying to affect at a national level.  And what a difference it is to have a legislature that will give me the tools, give us the tools, for your and our greater good. 
I’m grateful to you.  Thank you so much. 

Today’s groundbreaking shows us that our growth strategy is working - we will continue to invest in education, innovation, and infrastructure.  And together, we will continue to uphold our generational responsibility - that old fashioned idea that we must leave things better for the generation to come.  Through targeted investments and partnerships between state and local government and the private sector, Massachusetts will win the future.  
I congratulate MCLA on your expansion and I look forward to visiting the new Center for Science and Innovation.  Thank you. 
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