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I want to thank you all for inviting me to join you today.  I want to try and be brief.  I would like us, if we have a chance, to spend most of our time in conversation.  I would like to talk with instead of just at you.
I do want to quickly recognize the providers we are celebrating here today.  I commend you and thank you for your commitment to putting forth efforts each day to care for and advance the possibilities and quality of life for some of our Commonwealth’s most vulnerable individuals.  
You are all part of a healing community in Massachusetts, one that features some of the most extraordinary, dedicated and skilled practitioners moving forwards on some of the most groundbreaking treatment.

I want to say that we are very happy to have your commitments to these issues as we work, in real time, to implement our health care reform law and bring effective, affordable health care to every man, woman and child in the Commonwealth.  We know that has particular benefits to the individuals you serve.

A lack of insurance coverage is a tremendous obstacle in addressing any health concerns, but particularly things like substance abuse or mental illness.  The implementation of our Health Care Reform law and the universal expansion of coverage – with real benefits including mental health and substance abuse treatment – will make it vastly easier for the uninsured to access the services they need.

That is just one of the things we continue to need your active engagement and collaboration on.  There is work yet to do.
As many of you know and have felt in your work, the last 16 years have been characterized by a pattern of neglect that has touched nearly every area of our public life and infrastructure.  We are working to responsibly and honestly correct that path.  We have launched a broad mobilization on economic growth.  We are making targeted investments to improve both the safety and economic possibilities of our roads and bridges.  We are making long-term investments in our schools and with our Commonwealth Readiness Project, moving into the next phase of education reform and meeting the changing demands of a global economy.

We know that one place in which that neglect has been pronounced is in support for mental health and substance abuse treatments.

Through the budget put together earlier this year, we began to restore a number of the cuts from years past and bring our level of service back up.  
I’m glad to say that right now the state appropriation for the Massachusetts Department of Public Health Bureau of Substance Abuse Services is at its highest level in years.

We passed earlier this year an immediate needs bond bill, a provision of which set aside $250 million to create a state-of-the-art psychiatric hospital and replace two antiquated facilities inadequate for the Department of Mental Health’s needs.  The project will significantly improve the provision of mental health services to our citizens most in need of those services and will result in significant operational efficiencies and savings.  This project was developed by a special commission established by the legislature that included DCAM, DMH, legislators and mental health advocates.  

We have also been able to secure over $9 million in new federal funding via competitive grant awards – $4 million coming just last week – and will focus on enhancing substance abuse services for DSS-involved families and supporting early intervention programs for DYS youth and their families.
Because of these new resources, Massachusetts has been able to dramatically increase substance abuse services, including innovative violence and substance abuse intervention programs in 12 Emergency Department across the Commonwealth, expanded youth treatment services.  We are developing stronger treatment and re-entry services for those leaving state and county correction facilities, helping them to avoid a return to crime, and launching a variety of educational campaigns designed to reduce the devastating impact that prescription drug abuse has had on our communities.

And because we can connect the dots between substance abuse and crime, homelessness and violence, my Interagency Council plays a strong role in ensuring that all of our efforts and resources are coordinated, and that each agency addresses substance abuse as it relates to the clients that it serves.

I also want to commend the Speaker of the House for his efforts, in crafting our 2008 budget, to support programs that raise awareness about mental illness and reduce the prejudices and stigma around them, and to provide suicide prevention assistance to those in need.

There are other, less direct, but equally as important steps we are taking.  Many of the ideas we are considering for our Readiness Project education reform will have instrumental benefits to students with special needs.  
Better trained teachers and professionals, smaller class sizes, enrichment activities and criteria for success that go beyond the limits of standardized testing – all of these things will help us identify and support those kids that need an extra boost because of mental health or developmental challenges.  We can give students and their families support during critical early years, and create strong beginnings that will help them throughout their lifetime.
Before I close, I do want to address what I know is a difficult subject, which is the authorization of three destination resort casinos in Massachusetts, and the impact they may have on substance abuse and gambling addiction in our communities. 
I want to assure you that we have not, and will not move forward with a blind-eye to these concerns.  While my study of the issue revealed that the magnitude of substance abuse and compulsive gambling is not often as significant as it tends to be portrayed, we have not forgotten that the effects can be devastating on a personal level.   

That is why we have put in place best-in-the-nation programs to mitigate these effects, to prevent where possible, and treat where necessary.  We will be setting aside significant portions of the gaming revenue to ensure that all of these issues are addressed.  We have no intention of jeopardizing the well-being of communities or individuals in our efforts to create jobs and economic growth with these resort casinos.  I hope that you all will be willing to work with us on that.
Those are just some of the things we are working on.  Those of you who paid attention to the campaign will understand that my philosophy and my commitment to leadership for our long term interests.  I feel we have had enough of government by photo-op and press avail and flashy announcements.  There is unglamorous work ahead of building us back up and taking us forward, and it seems to me that’s what leadership ought to be about.  

Because it’s been leadership by photo-op and flash, that has left us with things like a $19 billion tab for deferred maintenance in transportation.  It is leadership that has been about flash and not substance that explains why it is we have the level of deferred maintenance at our public colleges and universities all across the commonwealth.  It is leadership by flash and photo-op, and not proactive attention to our needs that leads to the many challenges that you all, and more importantly, the communities you serve, have had to face without the help of your government in recent years.  We have all had enough of that kind of leadership.  It is time to start thinking about the hard choices, and the long-term changes we need.  

I want to work for what lasts.  All of you in this field know the importance of that.  With the issues you face on a daily basis, you know that there are no quick solutions.  Many of the challenges you help individuals and families handle will last a lifetime, and require constant commitment from doctors, providers, and communities.  We are looking for that same, long-term thinking in our Commonwealth community.  I am glad to be with you, thank you very much.
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