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4 Proclamation
BHis Excellency Governor Deval L. Patrick




W

hereas Italian Americans continue to be a vital part of the Commonwealth’s rich diversity by contributing significantly to all aspects of daily life, including education, medicine, commerce, agriculture, public service and technology; and   
W

hereas This year marks the 500th anniversary of the birth of Bernardo Telesio, who was born in Cosenza in the region of Calabria, and led a movement of scholars in Southern Italy which challenged the Aristotelian tradition and stressed that true knowledge required an investigation of nature and not merely the use of reason; and
W

hereas We also mark the 400th anniversary of the construction by Galileo Galilei, the renowned Tuscan mathematician, physicist, inventor, and natural philosopher, of an improved telescope that enabled him for the first time to demonstrate that the surface of Earth's moon was not smooth, and marks the beginning of modern astronomy and the end of the Aristotelian-Ptolemean cosmology; and
W

hereas This year marks the 100th anniversary of the publication in Paris, France of Filippo  Tommaso  Marinetti's manifesto entitled "Le Futurisme" which launched the Futurist movement in Italy, sparked similar movements in many other countries, and influenced later artistic movements such as Cubism, Surrealism, Dadaism, and Art Deco; and
W

hereas This year marks the 100th anniversary of the birth of Dr. Rita Levi-Montalcini, the Nobel Prize winning neurologist, born in Turin to a Sephardic Jewish family, overcame all obstacles and achieved academic distinction throughout Europe and the United States; and 
W

hereas Throughout this month, the Italian American community will gather and celebrate their heritage through historical and cultural traditions and observances, 
N

ow, Therefore, I, Deval L. Patrick, Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, do hereby proclaim October 2009 to be,
Italian Heritage Month
And urge all the citizens of the Commonwealth to take cognizance of this event and participate fittingly in its observance.

Given at the Executive Chamber in Boston, this first day of October, in the year two thousand and nine, and of the Independence of the United States of America, the two hundred and thirty-third.
               





By His Excellency                  








Deval L. Patrick                       









Governor of the Commonwealth           

       William Francis Galvin               

Secretary of the Commonwealth   
God Save the Commonwealth of Massachusetts
