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· I just want to thank the leadership team at Google for deciding to invest in our Commonwealth.  I am glad that Massachusetts was the answer to Google’s own Google search.  You are joining a knowledge economy that is second to none in the world, with the innovative spirit and the highly-skilled workforce that will ensure the long-term prosperity for your enterprise, and for Massachusetts.  I’d also like to thank my team at the Executive Office of Housing and Economic Development for helping to make today a reality.  
· We know from the amazing trajectory of this company just over the last decade, how exciting the promise of Google is both in terms of advancing new ideas in information technology and growing our economy.  
· We have seen in the last year a growth of over 100 jobs at this facility in and anticipate many more in the years to come.  And we know that these are good, high paying jobs in an industry that brings $26 billion in economic activity to our Commonwealth, and employs more than 170,000 people in Massachusetts.
· But this is also an industry that works as a catalyst for the many other sectors where Massachusetts is a leader.  Whether it’s life sciences and medical devices, financial services, education and clean energy – all are made possible by companies like Google in this sector.  

· It pleases me to say that this is one of several job growth related announcements we have had in recent weeks.  Indeed, over the last three months, the Massachusetts economy added 4,600 jobs – the eighth highest number of jobs added in the country, while the nation lost over 200,000 jobs.  A University of Massachusetts study indicated that the state's economy grew five times faster than the national economy during this same period.  State revenues have continued to run ahead of benchmark through April, for every month of this fiscal year to date.   

· That growth is in large measure attributable to the areas where we are strongest in Massachusetts – life sciences, information technology, and to a growing presence in clean energy.  Those are the places where we are strong, and getting stronger.  

· To companies who are here already, interested in expanding or maybe thinking about moving elsewhere, we want you to know that you are welcome here and we want you here.  We have a community of education and innovation here in Massachusetts that is second to none.  And with that, a vibrant knowledge economy that is creating new opportunities for people and families all across the Commonwealth.    
· This is why we are confident about the future of our statewide economy. Thank you again to everyone who was part of today’s collaboration.  We look forward to a long and productive partnership.  Thank you.
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