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4 Proclamation
BHis Excellency Governor Deval L. Patrick




W

hereas Muscular dystrophy is a set of more than 30 genetic diseases where the muscular system is more vulnerable to damage. The weakness comes from the absence of functioning muscle protein called dystrophin. The severity of cases varies. Some children die in their infancy and others live normal lifespans; and 
W

hereas There is no cure or way to reverse any form of muscular dystrophy; and
W

hereas Sir Charles Bell can be credited with the first account of the disease when he wrote a paper about a sickness that caused muscular deficiency in young boys; and
W

hereas The most common form of Muscular Dystrophy is called “Duchenne muscular dystrophy.” It mainly affects boys, but it can be found in girls as well. 
W

hereas Without aggressive care, children can die in their late teens or early twenties. However, advancements have extended life expectancy into the 30s and 40s ; and
W

hereas It was estimated that about 1 in 3,500 boys suffer from Muscular Dystrophy; and
W

hereas Recent research has helped identify certain genes that play a role in the inheritance and activity of muscular dystrophy. Through further research and gene therapy, work can be done that target the underlying mechanism of the disease; and 
W

hereas The Commonwealth recognizes the importance in raising awareness of muscular dystrophy in order to help find a cure, 
N

ow, Therefore, I, Deval L. Patrick, Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, do hereby proclaim August 2014, to be, 
 Muscular Dystrophy Awareness Month
And urge all the citizens of the Commonwealth to take cognizance of this event and participate fittingly in its observance.

Given at the Executive Chamber in Boston, this month of August, in the year two thousand and fourteen, and of the Independence of the United States of America, the two hundred and thirty-eighth.








By His Excellency                 







Deval L. Patrick                       









Governor of the Commonwealth          
       William Francis Galvin               

Secretary of the Commonwealth   
God Save the Commonwealth of Massachusetts
