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· Thank you.  I’m glad to be with you all.  
· This Commonwealth is proud of the men and women who answer the call of duty, the many sons and daughters of Massachusetts that dedicate themselves to our well-being and serve with bravery at home and around the world.
· We are here to honor those who wear the uniform, and to show that we recognize and appreciate their bravery and commitment every single day. 
· For their dedication to duty, their pledge to service, for their bravery in the face of tremendous dangers, we are endlessly proud.  For the missions they have fulfilled, we are tremendously grateful.

· I also want to say thank you to the families, friends and loved ones who wait so patiently on the home front.  We want all of you to know how much we appreciate all that you have done, and I’m glad to have the opportunity to show you, through the display of this Blue Star Flag, that we wait with you, and honor your service.
· Many remain overseas, and we wish them a successful mission and a safe return.  I want to also take a moment to honor those who have lost their lives in the line of duty, and the families that have endured that ultimate sacrifice in the name of service to all of us.  We hold them and their loved ones in our hearts and our prayers.
· We have a proud military history in Massachusetts, from the brave farmers, shopkeeps, school teachers and others turned citizen-soldiers at Lexington and Concord, to the infantry units organized hundreds of years ago that would eventually become the National Guard, to the first service by African-American soldiers in the 54th regiment during the Civil War.  That continues today with the men and women we honor now.  
· Their training, courage and leadership have been tested and proven in service to our country and our state.  They have performed with dignity and honor.  We thank them and their families for their dedication and sacrifice.  We have kept all of you in our thoughts and prayers throughout your time away.  We pray for a speedy and safe return home for all who serve the Commonwealth and this country. 
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