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Good morning, and thank you all for joining us.  We’re here today for a couple of reasons.  First of all, we’re shining a bright light on the Massachusetts solar industry. 
In 2007, there were about 50 solar energy companies in Massachusetts.  Today, there are nearly 200.  In that time, employment has doubled.  Doubled.   And installations of solar photovoltaic power have already increased more than 5-fold and will hit nearly 20-fold by the end of next year.
This astounding growth is not an accident – it is the direct result of a long-term commitment to both our economy and our environment from this Administration, from our partners in the Legislature, and from the new administration in the White House.
In the last three years, Massachusetts has enacted the most innovative and aggressive clean energy laws in the nation.  And the company hosting us here today – Nexamp – is a case in point. 
After his time in the Army, Dan Leary returned to our state in time to take advantage of the Commonwealth Solar rebate program we rolled out in January 2008.  
In its first phase that wrapped up in October, Commonwealth Solar put solar installation on 1,200 roofs and buildings across the state.  Thanks to the “net metering” provisions in the Green Communities Act, these residents, businesses and companies are selling excess electricity back into the grid, cutting bills and pollution.  And thanks to all of this activity, Nexamp has grown from 6 employees in 2006 to 45 today. 

But for Nexamp, like the clean energy sector more broadly, the best is yet to come. 

Because the second reason we’re here today is to announce that Nexamp – and its business partner, Florence Electric of Taunton – have won the largest solar installation contract in Massachusetts state history.  

Over the next year, this project will utilize some $20 million in federal Recovery Act funds to install 4 MegaWatts of solar power at 12 public water and wastewater treatment facilities across the Commonwealth, from the Berkshires to Cape Cod.  

Taken as a whole, this single project – by itself – will add more new solar power than was installed statewide when I took office three years ago.

These installations will cut greenhouse gas emissions, reduce our reliance on fossil fuels, and – most importantly – put people to work and create jobs starting next month. 

But that’s not all.  Waterworks account for up to 30 percent of municipal electric bills – installing these kinds of renewable energy systems saves taxpayers money.
As you can imagine, this was an extremely competitive bidding process, and I want to take a moment to congratulate the people here at this company for their cooperation and collaboration every step of the way.  You’ve earned it.

I also want to congratulate the team at the Departments of Energy Resources and Environmental Protection, Secretary Bowles and everyone else who managed this process with such skill, competence and vigor.  

Today’s announcement is a piece of a larger announcement we made last week that we’re leveraging $185 million in Recovery Act funding through the State Revolving Fund, supporting more than 120 water treatment projects across the state, leveraging total construction spending of nearly $800 million and creating construction jobs for some 4,000 people.  This is exactly what the Recovery Act is all about – jobs today, growth and savings tomorrow.
But I also referred to another reason for being here earlier.  Today, Secretary Bowles is delivering a draft report to our clean energy and climate change advisory committee.  This report will show that state clean energy policy enacted to date – without any additional action – has put us on track to reduce pollution 18 percent below the 1990 benchmark by 2020.   
Thanks to these laws and the entrepreneurial spirit of companies like Nexamp and people like Dan Leary, Massachusetts is the national leader in the green economy, and our citizens will be saving money, working at new jobs and drinking cleaner water as a result.   This is a day to celebrate.  Congratulations again.
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