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· I am glad to be here today to announce the filing of An Act Providing for the Preservation and Improvement of Land, Parks and Clean Energy.    This $1.4 billion, 5-year bond bill will authorize a wide slate of preservation, protection and energy conservation initiatives throughout Massachusetts.

· At double the investment of the Commonwealth’s last environmental bond bill, and with targeted funding for every agency under the Executive Office of Energy and Environment, this will be the most ambitious environmental bond bill in state history.  
· We have an extraordinary wealth of open spaces in Massachusetts, from our public beaches and urban parks to wooded areas, farmlands and mountain ranges.  These are important destinations for tourists, for families looking to settle in Massachusetts, and for local economies.  
· We have a responsibility to protect these spaces and maintain the facilities residents and visitors need to enjoy them.  This bond bill will help us reverse course on years of neglect, and strategically target our resources to address long-overdue commitments.   
· Investments will be focused on three priority areas: 

· preservation of open spaces;

· addressing the backlog of capital and maintenance issues at the Department of Conservation and Recreation; and
· supporting innovative energy policies to reduce consumption and emissions and cut costs.

· In land conservation, this bond bill authorizes up to $355 million, fulfilling our commitment of at least $50 million a year for the next five years.  With that investment, we will be able to preserve roughly 15,000 acres each year – an area the size of the town of Duxbury, or half the size of Boston. 
· That investment will support city parks in that give our urban neighborhoods and communities a chance for outdoor recreation.  It will preserve vital habitat reserves, saving undisturbed blocs of natural habitat and creating destinations for “green tourism,” and protect our working landscapes, the agricultural and forest lands that make up the rural landscape of Massachusetts.

· This bill will also maintain and enhance the core assets and revitalize the Department of Conservation and Recreation, revitalizing the work of our state parks agency. 

· For DCR, the bond bill provides authorization for $665 million of investment in capital assets and properties. These include: 

· $213 million for improvements at state parks, urban reservations, harbor islands, hiking and biking trails, swimming pools, skating rinks, and campgrounds; 
· $250 million to maintain priority transportation bridges;
· $75 million for maintenance and improvements to our urban parkways; and
· Nearly $100 million for investments in state-owned dams, flood control, and remediation of environmental damage.
· Among the DCR projects that will be completed under five-year plan:

· Charles River bridges (Craigie Dam Bridge, Craigie Drawbridge, BU Bridge)

· Upper Mystic Lake Dam Rehab, Winchester

· Nantasket Beach, Hull

· Mt. Greylock Road, Adams
· Last but not least, this bill contains significant action on alternative energy and conservation.   It includes support for our Leading By Example program that requires state agencies to reach ambitious energy efficiency and renewable energy goals in the buildings they own and occupy. 
· And it incorporates energy efficiency and renewable energy goals into all the capital programs of our Energy and Environmental Affairs agencies, from the construction of new facilities to our strategic management programs for agriculture and forestry. 
· We can help farmers cut energy costs and emissions while allowing them to diversify revenue sources through the use of renewable energy.  We can steer foresters to opportunities in biomass, and engage the growing industry we are already seeing, with three biomass power plants in development in Western Mass.
· This bond bill, along with initiatives in alternative and renewable energies and sustainable development, is an important part of our broad, forward-looking policy of environmental stewardship.  

· It’s about preserving – in our landscapes, wilderness and urban green spaces – our quality of life.  This is about stewardship, in the broadest sense of the word.  Recognizing the value of our natural resources and open spaces, and investing in them in the way we should.  Thank you.

PAGE  
2

