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Good afternoon.  Thank you for being here.  Thank you to Congressman Olver for your leadership and help bringing these much-needed federal recovery dollars back home to Massachusetts.  This project $10.2 million federally-funded project, part of the larger Fitchburg Commuter Rail Line Improvement Project, is important for a couple of reasons.

First, it puts people back to work, the most important step in our recovery plan.  Take a look around at the crews working on the track and signaling systems.  For every hour they are surveying, clearing brush, removing electric poles or installing a silt fence, we, as a community, are one hour closer to the full and robust economic recovery I know is coming.  That is excellent news worth celebrating in its own right.  
Second, this is a vital step in upgrading the infrastructure to reduce travel time to and from Boston so that we can connect the communities along these 50 miles of track with more economic and social opportunities.   Every rush hour, 4,700 people board trains on this line.  When we reduce travel time for those weekly 23,500 rush hour trips, we give people a few extra minutes in the morning to talk with their children about the day ahead or to eat dinner as a family.  Giving people extra time in their day is a wonderful thing, and I am excited to see this project finalized and these trains moving efficiently between Fitchburg and Boston.  
In addition to the time saved for commuters, the crossing track will also allow for greater operational flexibility for both passenger and freight trains on the line, improving travel time, line capacity and recovery from disruptions.  Taken together, these benefits are another piece of the puzzle to make Massachusetts a more attractive place to live, work and raise a family.  Long-term investments in efficient public transportation are about modernizing our infrastructure needs to meet the demands and expectations of the 21st century economy.  By delivering jobs today and improved service tomorrow, this project reflects the promise of the federal recovery act, and I am glad to be here to share it with you today.  Thank you.  
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