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4 Proclamation
BHis Excellency Governor Deval L. Patrick




W

hereas  Clarence Hawkes is celebrated today as a great and prolific American author who penned nearly sixty published novels and essays as well as produced volumes of highly acclaimed poetry;  and 

W

hereas  He overcame great hardship in his youth after suffering the loss of his eyesight, as well as part of one leg, to then graduate from the Perkins School for the Blind as a classmate and friend of Helen Keller; and 
W

hereas Hawkes received great praise from both the general public and renowned naturalists, including President Theodore Roosevelt,  for the depth and accuracy of his writings on the natural world and American wildlife, including such titles as “Shovellhorns, the Biography of a Moose”, “Master Frisky” and “Jungle Joe, Pride of the Circus; the Story of a Trick Elephant”;  and 

W

hereas Recognized internationally, his works appear in French, Japanese, German, Danish and Chinese, as well as in Braille; and
W

hereas Clarence Hawkes’ storytelling ability, in addition to the fidelity he displayed when personifying and portraying his animal subjects, was also recognized by Amherst College, Hobart College, Syracuse University and American International College, as the recipient of honorary degrees from each institution; and
W

hereas Clarence Hawkes contributed greatly to the civic life of Hadley, Massachusetts, designing twenty floats for the community’s Bicentennial Celebration and composing the anthem for the local high school, Hopkins Academy, 
N

ow, Therefore, I, Deval L. Patrick, Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, do hereby proclaim October 24th,  2009 to be,
Clarence Hawkes Day 
And urge all the citizens of the Commonwealth to take cognizance of this event and participate fittingly in its observance.

Given at the Executive Chamber in Boston, this first day of October, in the year two thousand and nine, and of the Independence of the United States of America, the two hundred and thirty-third.
               





By His Excellency                  








Deval L. Patrick                       









Governor of the Commonwealth           

       William Francis Galvin               

Secretary of the Commonwealth   
God Save the Commonwealth of Massachusetts
