Massachusetts Proclamation
WHEREAS, 2012-2013 marks the sesquicentennial of the Vicksburg Campaign of the American Civil War; and
WHEREAS, the Vicksburg Campaign is considered by many historians to be the most decisive campaign of that war, and one of the more decisive ever waged in American military history; and
WHEREAS, in testament thereof, the United States Congress established the battlefield at Vicksburg as a national military park in 1899; and  
WHEREAS, the Commonwealth of Massachusetts was represented during the Vicksburg Campaign by the gallant officers and men who comprised the 29th, 35th, and 36th Massachusetts Infantry Regiments; and
WHEREAS, in recognition of their service, on November 14, 1903, the Commonwealth of Massachusetts became the first state to erect a memorial on the grounds of Vicksburg National Military Park, which is known as the “art park of the world;” and
WHEREAS, the Honorable John L. Bates, governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, dedicated the State’s memorial on November 14, 1903, as a tribute to the courage and service of her noble sons and the sacrifices made by their families and communities throughout the Commonwealth.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that I, Deval Patrick, governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts do hereby proclaim May 15, 2013, a day of remembrance and recognition of the sacrifices that the people of Massachusetts made during Vicksburg Campaign and Civil War.
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