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Today, I have the distinct pleasure of nominating Ralph D. Gants to the Massachusetts Supreme Judicial Court.   

Judge Gants brings a powerful combination of strong intellect and real world understanding.  He has been an unusually thoughtful and fair-minded member of the Superior Court.  And he is deeply committed to securing the rights and liberties of the citizens of the Commonwealth.  He will be an important addition to the SJC.  

The appointment of Judge Gants today comes upon the retirement of Associate Justice John M. Greaney.  Justice Greaney has served the Commonwealth wisely for more than three decades – first on the Hampden County Housing Court, then on the Appeals Court, and finally on our State’s highest court.  On behalf of all the people of the Commonwealth, I would like to again thank Justice Greaney for his exemplary service.  

I have no doubt that Judge Gants will bring to the Supreme Judicial Court the same intellectual horsepower, analytic rigor, reverence for justice, and compassion that has marked his career on the Superior Court.  His nearly 30-year legal career reflects his commitment to excellence and equally strong commitment to public service.  He is a graduate of Harvard College and Law School and holds a Diploma in Criminology from Cambridge University.  After a one-year clerkship with United States District Judge Eugene H. Nickerson, Judge Gants worked in Washington as the Special Assistant to then-FBI Director Judge William H. Webster.  In 1983 he joined the US Attorney’s Office in Boston, where he served as a prosecutor for 8 years and became Chief of the office’s Public Corruption Division.  For six years before his nomination to the Superior Court by Governor Weld in 1997, Judge Gants was of counsel and then a partner at Palmer & Dodge.  

Judge Gants is widely recognized for intellectual integrity, thoughtfulness, and prolific writing.  He also is known to have a deep commitment to doing what is fair and just, without fear or favor.  He has shown an understanding of the real impact his decisions will have on the people who come before the court and the citizens of the Commonwealth.  

I wish to thank the Judicial Nominating Commission for their thorough consideration of a field of highly-qualified candidates.  We look forward to working with the Governor’s Council to confirm this nomination and to the many contributions that Judge Gants will make to advancing justice in Massachusetts.    
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