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Good afternoon.  Thank you for being here.  As the baby boomers get older, they are turning more and more to technology to stay in touch with their children, grandchildren and other family and friends.  Computer-based communication is something to embrace.  Connected Living will help.  This software program will help seniors use technology to maintain friendships and family relationships across miles and oceans.  Seniors will be able to share their own experiences and, just as importantly, gain immediate access to photos, videos and stories from family members scattered around the globe.

In addition to the social networking aspects of this software, there are also tools to help baby boomers keep their minds sharp as they age.  From brain fitness exercises to memoir writing workshops, Connected Living will help seniors do some mental calisthenics that can only enhance their lives.

As this program launches, I am especially proud to note the volunteers who will be giving their time to help bring our seniors up to speed.  Whether at community centers or libraries like this one -- or, if needed, a private training in the home -- volunteers will help bridge a communication gap between the computer shy and the technologically proficient.  Specifically, I want to commend the more than one dozen students from Roxbury Latin who are giving their times to reach across the age divide and help people maximize their relationships.  It is a beautiful exchange of knowledge, and I hope that the adults will make sure to let those young people know about typewriters, postage stamps and phonographs because those stories and experiences deserve to be passed on to the next generation so today’s youth understands where they came from.
I am thrilled to see such a robust level of interest from seniors already and I hope that this program can take root here in Roxbury and migrate to communities around the Commonwealth.  Thank you for having me.    

PAGE  
2

