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4 Proclamation
BHis Excellency Governor Deval L. Patrick




W

hereas Brain injury is among the nation’s most significant public health concerns, is the leading cause of death and disability in young Americans, and yet it is largely preventable; and
W

hereas Traumatic brain injury is a serious, national public health epidemic affecting at least 5.3 million Americans; and
W

hereas According to the Brain Injury Association of Massachusetts, more than 43,000 people were treated in Massachusetts emergency rooms for traumatic brain injuries and more than 6,600 people were discharged from Massachusetts hospitals with traumatic brain injuries in 2006; and 
W

hereas Traumatic brain injury often results in significant impairment of an individual’s physical, cognitive, and psychosocial functioning impacting an individual’s ability to return to school, work and home; and
W

hereas Through public awareness, the Commonwealth of Massachusetts seeks to minimize the devastating effects of this injury among all Massachusetts citizens,
N

ow, Therefore, I, Deval L. Patrick, Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, do hereby proclaim March 2009, to be
Brain Injury Month    
And urge all the citizens of the Commonwealth to take cognizance of this event and participate fittingly in its observance.

Given at the Executive Chamber in Boston, this fourth day of March, in the year two thousand and nine, and of the Independence of the United States of America, the two hundred and thirty-second.

               





By His Excellency                  








Deval L. Patrick                       









Governor of the Commonwealth           

       William Francis Galvin               

Secretary of the Commonwealth   
God Save the Commonwealth of Massachusetts
