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I am so pleased to be with you at this first Green Tie Gala, a milestone in the young life of the Clean Energy Council, and a long way from that first gathering in the Governor’s Council Chamber, when I urged clean energy companies to get themselves organized and make their voice heard on Beacon Hill.  

The push towards clean energy has roots in communities all over the nation and the globe, and its future is being made right here in the Commonwealth.  In the last session, I signed a package of clean energy bills passed by the Legislature in one session that puts Massachusetts on the forefront of energy reform and environmental protection -- the Green Communities Act, the Green Jobs Act, the Clean Energy Biofuels Act, the Oceans Act, and the Global Warming Solutions Act.  It is a tremendous package and it sends a message to the country and the world that Massachusetts is serious about leaving the fossil fuel era and blazing a trail to a clean energy future.  I know you share that vision, that you are partners on this journey, and that you will tackle challenges and seize opportunities with innovation, entrepreneurship, and leadership. 


While we know there will be undeniable economic benefits to expanding and securing our leadership role in this sector, we will also have extraordinary opportunities to forge new partnerships and collaborate with an ever-expanding group of experts, investors, and advocates from Jerusalem to Oslo and Beijing.  The exciting thing about clean energy is that it has the potential to bring so many diverse communities together in common cause.  As the reality of climate change continues to take root in our collective consciousness, we see more and more people embracing the potential and possibility of new, clean, renewable energy sources.  It is a terribly exciting fundamental shift in our thinking, and I hope it will prove to be an example of a larger global community acting in unison.
But here at home, I am counting on you to bring innovations to market and help revolutionize the way we use energy in our homes, offices, and vehicles.  Massachusetts has always been an incubator for great advances in society, and green energy is simply the next step.  We all know that if we get this right, the whole world is our customer. 

We are seeing it happen already, with the expansion of Evergreen Solar, and the 65 new solar installers now operating in this state, as the Commonwealth Solar rebate program has issued awards to put up in excess of 4 MW of solar power this year alone -- as much as was installed total in this state when I took office. 

We’re seeing it in GreatPoint Energy’s demonstration facility for its technology, which converts coal and biomass into clean-burning natural gas, being constructed now on the grounds of Brayton Point, Dominion Power’s coal plant in Somerset. 

We’re seeing it in companies like A123 Systems, an advanced battery maker that is leading the drive for plug-in hybrid cars that can get upwards of 100 miles per gallon.  And in developers of next-generation biofuels, like Mascoma Corp. and SunEthanol and many others.

As I said, we have spent the last year putting into place the statutory and regulatory framework to put Massachusetts on the forefront of the clean energy revolution. We in state government have work to do implementing those measures, and we are all over it.  What’s needed now is for the public – individuals and businesses alike – to take advantage of the opportunities created for them to save money, reduce their energy use, adopt renewable energy, and cut their greenhouse gas emissions. 

So tonight, I announce the Governor’s Clean Energy Challenge. 

It is a contest of sorts, a competition designed to raise awareness, inspire action, and reward leadership in making our vision of a clean energy future into a reality. It is a challenge I intend to make, over the next few months to businesses, to communities, and to individuals. 

I offer the Challenge to everyone to do their part to dramatically reduce their greenhouse gas emissions through energy efficiency measures, innovative energy technology products, and the use of renewable sources.  As in any competition, there will be recognition for extraordinary accomplishment and leadership.  But this is a contest in which everyone who participates will be a winner. 

For businesses, the challenge will be to reduce their emissions by 10 percent within three years, with special recognition for those that reach 15 percent.  We will run this challenge to business as a partnership.  Together with the New England Clean Energy Council and electric utilities NSTAR, National Grid, and Western Mass Electric, we will provide businesses with technical support as they gear up for this program. In the spirit of partnership, I want to thank the Council for proposing this idea and working with my team to make it happen.

Playing a special role in the Challenge for business is the Massachusetts High Technology Council, which has already engaged some of the leading high-tech companies in the Commonwealth in reducing their emissions.  Companies like Genzyme, Millipore, Boston Scientific, Philips Medical, Varian Semiconductor, and Sovereign Bank will be anchor members of the Challenge, participating in the competition themselves, but also providing mentoring and guidance to other contestants. 

What the Clean Energy Challenge will do is encourage, and help, large energy users to avail themselves of the expanded utility energy efficiency programs made possible by the Green Communities Act, which can help you save money on utility bills as you reduce your emissions, as well as incentives and subsidies for renewable energy installations, like Commonwealth Solar and net metering.  The tools are there, and  our Clean Energy Challenge will help you put them to work -- and give you the recognition you deserve when you do. 

There will be other Clean Energy Challenges to come. For cities and towns, the Green Communities Program created by the Green Communities Act will establish significant new grants for cities and towns that step up and turn their fire stations, town halls, libraries, and school buildings green.   We will have a Clean Energy Challenge for them as we launch the Green Communities program later this year.

And in 2009 we will launch a Governor’s Clean Energy Challenge for residential energy users, helping them to track, understand, compare, and reduce their energy consumption as well.

We have the means to create the clean energy economy we know to be our future. With this challenge, I say, let’s make it a reality now.  Thank you so much for being here tonight and for your continued commitment and partnership.
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