COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
NORF(QLK, ss. IN THE SUPERIOR COURT
Nos. 5545 and 5546 . Criminal Session

COMMONWEALTH OF WMASSACHUSELTS

NICOLA SACCO and BARTOLOMEO VANZETTI

AFFIDAVIT OF FRED J. WEYAND,

My name is Fred J. Weyand. I reside in Portl and, Maine.
I am a Special Agemt of the Attorney General's office of the

State of Maine, and have been since I resigned as an agent of

the Departmert of Justice about a year and a half ago.
I became connected with the Department of Justice in the A

year 1916, and shortly afterwards became s OSpecial Agent with an
office first at 24 Milk Street, BoSton, later at 45 Milk Street,
and later at 7 Water Street, where the Department had offices on
the eighth floor, and later at the Post Office Building. My
duties as Special Agert were in general to investigate and re-
port upon any and all violations of the penal code which I nmight
be assigned to investigate by my superiors, who were first
Frederick Smith, next George E. Kelliher, next John Hanrahan,
next Charles Bancroft, and last Lawrence Letherman. These were
my superiors while I was working from the Boston office. I occa-
Sionally worked in other parts of the country and then came under
other superiors temporarily. I was a Special Agent during the
entire administration of Mitchell Palmer, At torney General‘gf

the United States, and was concerned in the activities rainst

o
the So-called Reds or Radicals, including arrests and deyporta-
tions which were instigated by lr. Palmer, and which included

the wholesale raids made in the month of January, 1920, in some
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Some time before the arrest of Sacco and Vanzetti on
May 5, 1920 -- just how long before I do not remember ~-- the
names of both of them had got on the files of the Department of

f the
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Justice as Radicals to be watched. The Boston fil
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Departmert , including corresp pondence, would show the date when
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the nemes of these men were first brought to the attention of
the Department. Both these men were listed in the files as
followers or associates of an educated Itelian editor named
Galleani. . Galleani wa®s the publisher of an anarchistic paper.
He lived in Wremtham and published his paper, I think, in Lynn.
Among other persons associated with Galleani were Carlo Tresca,
Carlo Vsl danoci, and David Tedesco. The @uspicion entertain-

ed by the Department of Justice against Sacco and Vanzetti was

that they had violated the Selective Service Act, and al so that
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they were anarchists or held Radical opinions of some sort or
other.

A man named Feri Felix Weiss was transferred from the
Immigration Bureau to the Department of J stice in BoB8ton in
the year 1917, and remained a Special Agent of that Departme nt
in Boston until 1919, I think. He t;en t ravelled abroad, and re-
turned in 1920 and opened an office as a scientific det ective
and lecturer at 7 Water Street, Boston, with an office on the
floor below the floor occupied by the Department of Justice. In

-

1925 Weiss returned to the Immigration Department at Boston

where he is at the present time.

Williem J. West, who is now & Special Agemt of the De-
partment of Justice, became such in July or August, 1917.
Prior to that he was an Immigration Inspector with Feri WeisSs.
Since his appointment as a Special Agent he has spert mosSt of

his time in the Boston office of the Department of Justice,

having in charge during the past seven years the so-called

Radical Division of the Department of Justice,which has been
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in opération since about 1917.

During the year 1920 I did a good deal of work in the
State of laine, but was in Boston for several days at least
once every two weeks; I have knowl edge that the result of
the trial before Judge Anderson of the Radicals or Communists,
a8 we called them, arrested at the time of the raids above re-
ferred to, and of the decision of Judge Anderson freeing many
of them, and of his criticisms of the Department of Justice, was
to make all the agemts of the Department of Justice in Boston
nore cautious afterwards in proceeding against suspected Radicals.

Shortly after the arrest of Sacco and Vanzetti onthe
charge of the South Brai ntree murders, meetings began to be
held by sympathizers, and I was assigned to attend these meet-
ings and report to the Department the speeches made. We &lso
assigned a certain "under cover" man, as we called them, to win
the confidence of the Sacco-Vanzetti Defence Committee, and to
become one of the collectors. This man used to report the pro-
ceedings of the Commit tee to the Department agents in Boston,
and has ssaid to me ﬁhat he was in the habit of taking as much
| money collected for his own use &s he saw fit. So far as I
know, no evidence was obtained of;ﬁtterances.at any of these
meetings which warranted proceedings against anybody. HMr. West
was also attending meetings of Szcco-Vanzetti sympathizers dur-
ing the same period. The ariginal reyports thus obtained were
sent- to the Washington office of the ’Depar'tment of JuStice,ﬁ and
duplicates kept in the Boston office, where I bel ieve they now
are. I know that at one time as many as twelve agents of the
Departmermt of Justice located in Boston were assigned to cover
Sacco-Vanzet ti meetings and other Radical activities connected
| With the Sacco-Vanzetti case. No evidence was discovered war-
' rant ing the institution of proceedings against anybody. I have

no present recollection of any activities of the Departmemnt of



Justice in Boston in connection with the trigl of Vanzetti for
the alleged Bridgewater robbery; but when the joimt trial of
Sacco and Vanzetti for the ©South Brai ntree murders began in
the summer of 1921, the Department of Justice at Boston took an |
active interest in the matter. I was assigned to cover the triél
for the purpose of reporting the proceedings and picking up any
informat ion that I could in regard to the Radical activities of
Sacco and Venzetti, or of any of their friends. Mr. West also
attended the trial for the same purpose. I was not personally
in touch with Mr. Katzmann, the District Attorney, or his of-
fice, but llr. West was in touch with them and was giving and
obtaining information in regard to the case,

Going back now before the trial,a certain John Ruzza-
menti had been informally employed by speciél agents of the
Department of Justice from some time in the year 1917, to fur-
nish information concerning Radical activities and evasion of
the draft by Ital ians, and in this connection had made an in-
vestigation of Tedesco, above referred to, who was once arrest-:
ed in consequence of information furnished by Ruzzamenti, but
was never tried. During this time Ruzzamenti also worked oc~l
casionally for detective agencies. He was well known to Weiss,

I have been informed by Mr. West and believe, and there-+
fore allege,that there was another Italian whom the Department
occasionally used for similar purpoSes, named Carbone, and
that he, under an arrangement with the District Attorrey, the
Sheriff, and Mr. Weiss, was placed in the cell next to the cell
of Sacco sometime during the year 1920 for the purpose of |
winning the confidence of Sacco, and thus of obtaining, if he
could, ineriminating evidence against him, but that no evidence‘
of the scrt was obtained by Carbone. The primary purpose of|
the Department in putting Carbone there was to obtain evidence,

if possible, concerning the so-called Wall Street explosion;




but it was also hoped thalt other incriminating evidence might
bg obtained.

Somet ime in the early part of the year 1921 I was in-
formed by Ruzzamenti that he had been sent for by Weiss, Who was
then out of'Governﬁent service, to come on here to help convict
Sacco and Vanzetti; that he had seen Katzmann; and that an ar-
rangement hed been made by which he was to secure board inthe
house of Mrs. Sacco and obtain her confidence, and thus obtain
informat ion; but that the arrangement had never been carried out/,
and he had not been paid. I annex to this affidavit photostatic
copies of parts of a letter which I identify as in the handwrit-
ing of Weiss.

Shortly after the trial of Sacco and Vanzetti was con-
cluded I said to Weiss that I did not believe they were the righlt
men, meaning the men who shot the paymaster, and he replied that
that might be 80, but that they were bad actors and would get
what they deserved anyway.

Instructions were received from the Chief of the Buresu
of the Department of Justice in Washington from time to time in
reference to the Sacco-Vanzetti case. They are on file or should
be on file in the Boston office.

The understanding in this case between the agents of
the Department of Justice in Boston and the Distriet At torney
followed the usual cuétom, that the Department of Justice would
help the District Attormey to secure a conviction,and that he
in turn would help the agents of the Department of Justice to
Secure information that they might desire. This would include
the turning over of any pertinemt information by the Department
of Justice to the District Attorney. vacco and Vanzetti
were, al least in the opinion of the Boston agents of the De-
partment of Justice, not liable to deportalion as draft dodgers,

but only as anarchists, and could not be deported as anarchists



unless it could be shown that they were believers in anarchy,
which As:;always a difficult thing to show. It usuglly can
only be shown by self-incrimination. The Boston agents be-
lieved that these men were anarchists, and hoped to be able to
secure the necessary evidence against them from their testimony
at their triel for murder, to be used in case they were not con-
victed of murder. There is correspondence between Mr. Katzmann
and Mr, West on file in the Boston office of the Department.
Mr. West furnished lr. Katzmann information about the Radical
activities of Sacco and Vanzetti to be used in their cross-
examinat ion.

In the yearsl922-1924 Mr. West had working for him as
"under cover" or secret operators an Italian and a Syrian or
Armenian. The Italian worked as a printer. I do not remember
the names of either of them; but I know that he put the Italian
in as a linotyper in the office of an Italian newspaper in Bos -
ton as a spy. The Syrian or Armenian i8 the man to whonm I have
referred above as having become a collector for the Committee.

From my investigation, combined with the investigation
made by the other agents of the Department in Boston, I am con-
vinced not omnly that these men had violated the Selective Service
rules and regulations and evaded the draft, but that they were
anarchists,and that they ought to have been deported. By call-
ing these men anarchists I do not mean neceSsarily that they were
inclined to violence, nor do I understand all the different
meanings that different people would attach to the word "anar-
chist". What I mesn is that I think they did not believe in
organized government or in private property. But I am &lso
thoroughly convinced, and always have been, and I believe that
is and always has heen the opinion of such Boston agents of

the Department of Justice as had any knowledge on the subject,

that these men had nothing whatever to do with the South




Braintree murders,and that their conviction was the result of co-

operation between the Boston agents of the Department of Jus-

tice and the District Attorney, mxdxwafxiesirxeixkyxidexByetsnx
xRk ExEfxikexPeparinexkx e fxIusEIRRX It was the general

opinion of the Boston agents of the Department of Justice hav-

ing knowledge of the affair that the South Braintree crime was
committed by a gang of professional highwaymen,
I annex hereto a picture of Ir. Fexi Felix Weiss printed

on the outside of one of his advertiseme rts.

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS.

Suffolk, ss. _ Boston, July 1, 1926

Then personally appeared the above named Fred J. Weyand
and made oath that the foregoing statement subsecribed by him

is true, except such statements as are expressed to be made upon

informat ion and belief, which statements he bel ieves to be

Justice of the Peace.

true.
Before me,

My o ission expires
192
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e 1) A POWERFUL
The SIEVE i S

Patriotic Vital Inspiring Instructive

By FERI FELIX WEISS

For 13 years U. S. Immigrant and Chinese Inspector at
the Port of Boston, and during the war Special Agentyof the
Bureau of Investigation, U. S. Department of Justice,—he is
one of the best equipped men to convey facts of interna-
tional importance to the public.

The man who took Dr. Muck, the man who pursued
German spies on the Dean murder case, the man who trailed
the Hindu revolutionists, the man who faced death at the
hands of Italian and Spanish anarchists, the man who
raided the I. W. W., mingled with Russian Bolsheviks and
was shot at in the May Day riots,—is surely worth hearing.

A linguist by birth, a scholar by education, an authority
on Immigration, he is a master of his subject, and relates
with fascinating interest a truth stranger than fiction with
thrills of pathos and smiles of comedy.

His was the rare opportunity to observe the effect of
the great conflict here and abroad, its influence upon our
national life, our allied immigrants, our enemy aliens, the
slackers and profiteers, the agitators and bomb-throwers.

He is a man with a message of great importance in
these strenuous days of the class struggle, and his answer
to the question “Revolution or Evolution” is worthy of the
attention of every serious minded patriot in America.




There is no finer prototype of the “New™ America than
Feri Felix Weiss. He has acquired a reputation for versatility but
rarely equaled in current and contemporaneous American life.

Born of Magyar and Bohemian ancestry, he came to America
as a youth, bringing a college diploma in his pocket, and half a dozen
languages in his head.  Like so many immigrants before him, he passed
through the travail of the University of Hard Knocks. He acquired
many trades and followed many trails, almost encircling the world in
his travels. He thus unwittingly fitted himself as an instrument of -
destiny for the gigantic task awaiting him when our country entered

the World War on the side of the alles.
He is widely known as the author of THE SIEVE, a book

dealing with the romance and reality of our immigration, published
recently. He has also made his mark as a translator of foreign plays,
the most noteworthy of which are: “ The Tragedy of Man,” “The
Heart of the Forest,” “The Lust of Gold,” “A Cup of Tea,”
“ Dishonored,” “The Panic,” “In Shining Armor,” “The Soul
Enslaved,” “ Moth Balls,” “ Maidhurst,” “ The Unexpected Guest,”
“ Visions,” and “ The Spirit of Virgima.”

At present he is managing director of a Protective Detective
Service bearing his name, and has distinguished himself, since leaving
the government service, by investigating most skillfully the notorious
Ponzi case.

Mr. Weiss visited Chateau-Thierry, Rheims and other scenes
of battle, and is an honorary member of the Spanish War Veterans,
the American Liegion, and- many other patriotic societies as well as

fraternal orgamzations.

His lectures, “ The Sieve,” “On the Trail of the Spy,” and
“ The Tragedy of Man,” have made him famous from the Atlantic
to the Pacific, ringing with the clear call of a twentieth century
ideal Americamsm.
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