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I don’t know if you knew this, but today is Marriage Equality day. One of the things I get to do as Governor is proclaim things.

And I am very proud to proclaim this day "Marriage Equality Day."

I won’t read all of this. [laughs] Who said "good?"

Rowdy bunch.

But I want o make a point. I’m glad that we have today to celebate, I’m glad that there’s been three years of sanctimony given to private choices that you have made, and that others have made. I’m glad that we’ve had three years of affirming the basic principle that people come before their government as equals. And I am glad that we have three years of experience of showing that the sky hasn’t fallen and the earth hasn’t opened up.

But - and I’m sure you have been reminded over the course of this evening as you have over the course of the last three years - that there is work left to do. We have a very, very critical milestone coming in just a few weeks with the Constitutional Convention. 

[Crowd member yells, ’Help us on the 14th of June!’]

What do you think I’m doing?

Let me make a point. This gentleman says please help you on the 14th of June. I don’t think that’s the question, with due respect. Because every time the court affirms basic equality for any one, basic equality is affirmed for all of us.

There are people struggling with this question. Whether we think they should or shouldn’t is beside the point. There are people who will vote on this question who are in fact struggling with it. Now they don’t come down to the same place on the basic constitutional and I think question of conscience presented. But there is a reasoning, it seems to me, to argue: if we don’t lay this question to rest at the constitutional convention, all the other business that you and I care about, will be eclipsed by a poisonous debate over private choices that each of us ought to make. 

See, I don’t think you’re asking for anything that I don’t enjoy in my own straight marriage.

So we have work to do, and the people ho can be moved on the question of conscience, all of us will be working to move. But for the ones who cannot be moved on the question of conscience, let’s move them on the practical question. Because even they have other agenda items they care about, and want to move, and that will be jeopardized if we spend the next two years surrounded by advocates from all over the country trying to make Massachusetts a political circus, instead of upholding the political success story that marriage equality has become here. 

Thank you.

